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Calendar of Events

Month

Dates

Events

August 2018

Sunday 05/08/18
Sunday 19/08/18
Sunday 26/08/18

Sunday School
Shenshai New Year Celebrations (Senior’s Day Cancelled)
Working Bee

September 2018

Sunday 02/09/18
Sunday 16/09/18
Sunday 30/09/18

Sunday School
Seniors Gathering and AGM
Working Bee

October 2018

Sunday 07/10/18
Saturday 13/10/18
Sunday 21/10/18
Sunday 28/10/18

Sunday School
Bheja Fry Trivia
Seniors Gathering
Working Bee

November 2018

Sunday 04/11/18
Sunday 18/11/18
Sunday 25/11/18

Sunday School
Seniors Gathering
Working Bee

December 2018

Sunday 02/12/18
Sunday 23/12/18
Wednesday 26/12/18

Sunday School & End of Year Party
Working Bee
Zarathost commemoration day Jashan

First Sunday of the month
Sunday School

Third Sunday of the month
Seniors Gathering

Last Sunday of the month
Working Bee
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AZA Committee
Committee Position

Name

Contact details

President

Pheroza Daruwalla

president@azacommittee.org.au

Vice President

Kuresh Zorabi

vicepresident@azacommittee.org.au

Secretary

Niloufer Dang

secretary@azacommittee.org.au

Treasurer

Ruzbeh Desai

treasurer@azacommittee.org.au

Committee Member 1

Mehernosh Seervai

Member1@azacommittee.org.au

Committee Member 2

Meher Parekh

Member2@azacommittee.org.au

Committee Team
contact@azacommittee.org.au
Emails to the committee may please be sent to Committee – contact@azacommittee.org.au

Manashni Editor

Manashni Layout Design

Farhad Khurshed
manashni@azacommittee.org.au

Nadish Naoroji

Australian Zoroastrian Association of NSW
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From the Editor
We’re well past the halfway mark for the year, and it’s
been an eventful year for the AZA, with more to follow
in the remaining months.
The annual Jashan and Ghambar at the DarbeMeher
was well attended with a record 14 mobeds praying
together, a rare sight among our dwindling community.
The highlight of this issue is coverage of the 11th
World Zoroastrian Congress, including a youth
perspective. For those of you who wished to attend, but
were unable to do so, you now know exactly what you
missed out on. I would urge members to attend at least
one of these events in your lifetime to broaden your
perspective on the challenges our community faces in
the decades to follow.
Football fans braved the cold weather to attend the
BBK night at the DarbeMeher. While Australia were
sadly edged out by France, Beer, Biryani and Kebabs
provided ample comfort and lifted the dampened spirits
up.
Getting down to some serious business, block out your
calendar to attend the AGM in September. It’s an

opportunity to step up and make your contribution to
the community by serving on the committee, getting
your voice heard on important issues or at least casting
your vote to elect your preferred representatives to the
committee.
It’s also time to renew your annual subscription, details
for which have been published for your convenience.
Congratulations and thank you to the fast movers who
have already paid their dues. Only those who have
renewed their membership will be able to vote at the
forthcoming elections.
Get set for your Bhejas to be fried at the Trivia Night in
October organized by the youth. It’s an event with loads
of fun for all ages accompanied by a delicious 3 Course
meal.
Finally, try out some of the delightful recipes and
community updates from all around the world.
Farhad Khurshed
manashni@azacommittee.org.au
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President’s Report
Hello Dear Community Members,
Wonderful to see another news filled Manashni
keeping us connected and ‘in the loop’. We have
had a whole host of activities and there are plenty
more to come.
Mark your diaries for Shenshai New Year
Celebrations, Muktad prayers, Trivia night and of
course the allimportant AGM in upcoming
months.
Sunday School, the Seniors, the Youth Group and
the Working Bee all continue to work well and
flourish. The seniors organised a special musical
event on July 15. There was an excellent turnout
for their music and biryani afternoon on July 15.
Gambhar/Jashan – 10th June 2018
We had a bumper turn out for the Gambhar/Jashan
on June 10 and would like to thank you all for your
presence and contributions to the food and
donations. We had 14 priests praying and it was
simply wonderful to see our two younger priests
Kamran Hathiram and Zahan Madon participating
with their fathers Viraf Hathiram and Percy Madon.
Practice makes perfect and it is gratifying to see that
recitation of the prayers keeps our connections to our ancient
faith alive for future generations as we worship all together.
It was also particularly heartwarming to see many of our
‘lapsed’ members whom we have been missing, come along
and participate in the festivities.
Beer, Biryani, Kebab and FIFA night – 16th June 2018
The Beer, Biryani and Kebab night with a viewing of the
Australia v France night was also a success with everyone
enjoying the delicious food supplied by our very own Ronnie
Kapadia of Mazash Organised by Mehernosh Seervai our
committee member, the big screen and flawless vision made
this event a particularly good experience.
Jashne Tirgan – 30th June 2018
Jashne Tirgan was organised by Naznain Khorshidian on June
30. Tirgan celebrates archangel Tishtrya who brings rain to
much needed areas. Additionally, legend has it that Arash the
Archer shot his arrow into the sky, bringing rain to dry land
and peace to the warring Turanians and Iranians. It has also
been linked to the ‘summer’ (our winter) solstice.
11 WZC, Perth June 14, 2018
By now you must have heard and seen publicity and rave
reviews about the 11th World Zoroastrian Congress held in
Perth June 14. The AZA had a strong contingent there who
represented us brilliantly. Many had speaking roles at the
Congress on matters both religious and secular. Firoz and
Maharukh Pestonji the organisers of this very successful
Congress managed to pull off a very impressive Congress
despite the many obstacles.

Tales from the East – India and New South Wales,
Works of Faith – Old Government House Parramatta
till August 26, 2018
In other news the wonderful exhibition ‘Tales from the East –
India and New South Wales’ continues running from 27 April
– 26 August 2018 at Old Government House Parramatta Park.
There is a special section dedicated to Zoroastrianism and
Governor Lachlan Macquarie’s time in India. Please do make
the time to visit.
Jimmy Medhora, President of the WZCC has curated and
brought together the section on Zoroastrianism, ‘begging and
borrowing’ artifacts’ from both local and interstate
Zoroastrians to make the smallest religion showcased
(Zoroastrianism) the one with the biggest exposure! The
exhibition follows “the rich history between India and NSW
from the time of Governor Macquarie to today’s vibrant
cultural life of Western Sydney and beyond”. Jimmy has also
negotiated a special event ‘The Eternal Flame’ on 26 August
2018 (details to follow on AZA News) at Old Government
House Parramatta. It is great that we are able to showcase
our rich heritage and culture as “members of the oldest faith –
Zoroastrianism” to a wider public.

Upcoming Events
Muktad Prayers
AZA House – 7th, 1216 August, 2018
Thank you to all who have contacted Mithi Daver
(mithid@optusnet.com.au) regarding the Muktad
Prayers which are to start on 7th August and then daily
from 1216 August. Sincere thanks to our priests who
have been so generous to give up their time and take
days off work to pray and give service to our
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community. We especially thank Dr. Peshotan Katrak
who has initiated this great service and will be present

for all days. All are welcome to attend. Here is the
Mobed schedule for your information.

Bheja Fry Trivia – 13th October 2018

As you know we have fixed costs, and endeavor to
make improvements to our facilities adding features to
make it more comfortable and user friendly for
members. Our volunteers are ageing and we need to
pay for services that in the past have been done by them
so we rely heavily on your membership fees for
upkeep. Recently we have purchased indoor and
outdoor heaters to make the Darbe Mehr a comfortable
place in winter months. Additionally, fans have been
installed and more are to be added for comfort in
summer months. We welcome members offering to
‘sponsor’ the costs of these facilities. Please do contact
me at president@azacommittee.org.au if you or
anyone you know would like to ‘sponsor’ these heaters
or fans thus reducing the cost to the AZA.
We seek your cooperation in not taking outdoor heaters
in to the hall under any circumstances. It is against the
law, dangerous and forbidden. We would not be
covered by insurance in case of an accident. We are
seeking a more permanent solution in the form of
reverse cycle air conditioning to indoor heating/cooling
but this is an expensive and lengthy process and we are
working on it.
Meher Parekh and I are working on an update to the
2017 Directory and would appreciate you letting us
know if you were not featured or there was a mistake in
your entry in the publication.The previous committee
sent out several reminders and went on information that
was provided to them. So if you are not featured please
do let us know. Email (president@aza
committee.org.au) with details of Partner, Children,
Mobile and Landlines and Email address/es. You may
include your profession too if you wish.

Please mark your diaries (Saturday Oct 13) for another
round of Bheja Fry Trivia night organised by Merzi
Mody. We will be sending out information and opening
the registrations and payments soon – be quick to get
your teams together and attend what promises to be
another fun filled evening most ably organised by the
young members of the community.

Shenshai New Year Celebrations – AZA
House – Sunday 19th August, 2018
I take this opportunity to wish you Sal Mubarak for
17th August the Shenshai Year. Please also remember
not to refer to Shenshai New Year as Pateti or Papeti
which refer to the eve of the New Year and represent
repentance. See you for lunch at the DarbeMeher on
Sunday August 19, 2018.

AGM, AZA House – Sunday Sept 16,
2018, 2.30 pm onwards
Please attend and make sure your voice is heard.
Ensure you are financial members so you can vote.
Give your proxy to someone who is attending if you are
not attending yourself. The papers and agenda will be
posted shortly to you – please do look out for them.
As committee members, we often get told “you should
do this or that” and while we appreciate your
suggestions and feedback we request that it to be
accompanied by actions from you in supporting our
initiatives when we do put functions and events on.
This means that we rely on you to register and pay in a
timely manner and support us through your presence at
both paid and unpaid events. Membership fees are an
important part of this support and allows us funds, to
maintain and enhance our facilities. Completing forms
correctly with your name and amounts makes the
accounting task much easier.

Ushta Te and Sal Mubarak for 1388 YZ
Pheroza Daruwalla
Hon. President
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MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS FOR 2018 – 2019
A new Financial Year is upon us and it’s time to renew
your AZA Memberships for the Financial Year (1 July
2018 – 30 June 2019)
For your convenience following is the fee structure and
AZA account details to transfer your fee :
• LIFE MEMBER = 30 X applicable category of
annual membership
• FAMILY MEMBERSHIP $80  for couples and
families with children under 25 years of age
• SINGLE $40  for singles over 25 years of age
• SENIOR $25  for individuals 65 years of age & over
(SENIOR COUPLE $50)
• OUTSTATION MEMBER $25  outside Sydney
Metro
• STUDENT MEMBER $25  under 25 years of age
Your renewal fees may be paid as follows:
Account Name: Australian Zoroastrian Association
Account: Commonwealth Bank of Australia
Account Number: 062140 00902574

IMPORTANT:
Please ensure the
description field has
your "Surname and
Name" as well as
the word
"FEES" (for
example
SmithJohnFees)
We would appreciate separate payments, if you are
paying for more than one Family or Individual.
You can make an internet transfer, deposit cash, deposit
your cheque at any CBA branch.
If you deposit Cash or Cheque  let the Teller know in
advance to write "Surname and Name" as well as the
word "FEES" in the Description (for example
SmithJohnFees)

Report on the
11th World Zoroastrian Congress
1 – 4 June 2018
The 11th World Zoroastrian Congress was held in
Perth, Australia, from the 1st to 4th June 2018. This
marked the first time it was held in the southern
hemisphere since it started in 1960.
Organised by BAWAZ (Business Association of
Western Australian Zoroastrians),
Chaired by Firoz Pestonji, the theme for the Congress
was, “Together, Towards, Tomorrow.” Particular
emphasis was made to include topics which focused on
the future, instead of dwelling on our glorious past. The
Congress also steered clear of debates on intermarriage,
conversions and issues about trusts in India, topics
which have been debated at length in the past.
Delegates from USA, Canada, UK, UAE, India,
Pakistan, Poland, New Zealand, Iran, Kurdistan and the
host country, Australia had to opportunity to gain
insights from some of the most eminent religious,
community and business leaders who had made a
noteworthy contribution to keeping the flame of
Zoroastrianism alive.
Day 1
The Congress began promptly at 2.30 pm on the 1st of
June with a Jashan ceremony led by Ervad Aspandiar
Dadachanji and other mobeds from all over the world.
Ervad Dadachanji enlightened the attendees about the
Jashan ceremony, and its significance. This was
followed by a traditional dance performance by the

indigenous people of the Wadumbah nation.
The Chair, Firoz Pestonji welcomed delegates, thanked
supporters and acknowledged the support of his team,
including his wife Mahrukh, daughter Farzana, and
other community members from Australia, all of whom
had battled what appeared to be unsurmountable odds
to pull of the event.
The Consul General of India, Amit Mishra addressed
the audience, paying tribute to the Zoroastrian
community, followed by the Chief Guest, Mark
McGovern, Premier of Western Australia’s welcome
address.
Meher Bhesnaia from the UAE launched her book
“Zarathushtra and the origins of Zoroastrianism” and
the audience witnessed the “Life and Times of
Zarathushtra”, a short but poignant film on the life of
our prophet.
Guests were entertained by a local dance group,
followed by a sumptuous buffet dinner.
Day 2
The day began with Mani Rao of Chicago’s melodious
rendering of Monajats, followed by a presentation on
the remastered film “On Wings of Fire”, by Meherji
Madon of Washington DC.
A presentation was made on the “Return to Roots”
program in India. The next slated tour has been
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scheduled for December 19th, 2018. Program
Directors, ArzanWadia and Kayras Irani elaborated on
the program, aimed at creating an appreciation among
youth, 22  35 years of age on the Zoroastrian way of
life in India.
The keynote speaker, Yaz Mubarakai shared his
incredible journey to becoming the first Zoroastrian to
hold a Parliamentary position in Australia. Dr.
Esfandiar Ekhtiyari, of the Iranian Majlis, read out a
message from the Iranian President. Roshan Rivetna
presented comprehensive data on the population of
Zoroastrians in different parts of the world. The
message was clear, immediate action was required to
reverse the declining trend if the community were to
survive.
Members of Australian Zoroastrian organisations gave
brief updates on activities in their respective states and
the efforts being made to form a PanPacific
Zoroastrian Federation
Neville Shroff from Hong Kong chaired a panel
discussion on Zoroastrian Religion in the 21st Century.
Panelists, Dr. Kourush Niknam, Fariborz Rahnamoon
and Manek Bhujwala shared their insights, highlighting
the need to continue the preservation of priesthood and
for finding ways to foster enthusiasm among the youth.
Tina Namiranian an Iranian entrepreneur spoke about
the challenges of running an enterprise in Iran,
narrating the success achieved in her bed and breakfast
business in Nartitee.
This was followed by a panel discussion on Women in
the 21st Century:Power Unleashed, chaired by the
dynamic Behroz Daruwalla. Panelists included veterans
like Dolly Dastoor of Canada, Katayun Kapadia of
USA and younger women, Farzana Khambatta and Dr.
Delara Javat of Perth and Tanya Balsara of Mumbai.
Challenges about maintain a worklife balance,
mentoring youth and making a mark in professions

dominated by men were discussed.
Lunch followed, after which, Awat Darya from the
Kurdish delegation spoke about Zoroastrians living in
war torn regions such as Kurdistan.
Berjis Desai, legal expert from Mumbai gave a stirring
talk about Intelligent Conservatism, and how it could
be the answer to improving the survival of
Zoroastrians.
Khojeste Mistree, who needs no introduction, then
presented his research on Yatha Ahu Vairyo and Ashem
Vohu, the prayers of creation and truth.
New Zealand’s, Rishad Maneksha, 18 Year Old CEO of
ScrapCycle NZ, made a powerful impression on the
audience with his presentation on the thorough research
and planning done before starting his company which
made items using scrap material.
Challenges and opportunities for Youth in the 21st
Century were discussed by panellists Jehaan Kotwal,
Viraf Mehta and Maher Dhamodiwala of Mumbai,
Alicia Shroff from Hong Kong, , Bahrom Firozgary of
Houston and Farhad Malegam of Sydney. Topics
included entrepreneurship, community involvement and
the role of young mobeds.
In the final session of the day, Radman Khorshidian
from Iran spoke about Future Intelligence and Kobad
Bhavnagri elaborated on concrete steps needed to
reignite the flame of pride and belonging for the faith
among youth.
Day 3
The day began with Homi Gandhi, President
FEZANA’s talk on support for Iranshah Udwada,
followed by Dinshaw Tamboly, Chairman WZO Trusts,
India’s presentation on Charity and Philanthropy. Mr.
Tamboly explained that although Zoroastrians are
considered to be an affluent community, this was not
entirely true. A small faction of the community were
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living below the poverty line.
He then went on to elaborate how farmers in Gujarat
affected by the abolishment of the tilling act had been
rehabilitated and brought back into mainstream society.
A short film was screened on the Zoroastrians of
Zavda, Gujarat, who were once living in abject poverty,
but with help from the WZO Trusts, had got back on
their feet. Some of the enterprising youth had also
started their own businesses.
Sam Balsara, Chairman Madison World, the ad agency
behind the Jiyo Parsi Ad campaign spoke on how
marketing and media could be used to build the global
Zoroastrian community. Stressing on the importance of
protecting, nurturing and building brand equity, Mr.
Balsara lamented that over the last few years, qualities
such as honesty, integrity, charity, entrepreneurship and
transparency were in sad decline.
Proceeding to unveil a seven step formula to build our
brand, he concluded his talk by warning the community
that a laissez faire attitude of Que Sera Sera did not
augur well for the community. Drawing inspiration
from the past was one thing, but what was important
was to take immediate steps to keep the flame burning
in all its glory. Next it was the turn for a panel
discussion of Global Organizations Working for a
Better Tomorrow. Among the points raised were the

need to make the community represent itself
internationally and providing interest free loans to
young Zoroastrians who wanted to start their own
business.
Rohinton Rivetna, founding President of FEZANA,
spoke on Zorastrians as BridgeBuilders in the
interfaith world and Malcolm Deboo, President ZTFE,
from U.K. paid tribute to the Zoroastrians who made
sacrifices and contributed to Great Britain in the First
World War.
A Business and Entrepreneurship panel moderated by
Sam Balsara discussed various aspects on how young
Zoroastrians could be encouraged to become
entrepreneurs, rather than rely on jobs to earn a living.
This was followed by Xerxes Dastur, Financial
Chartered Accountant from India taking to the stage to
speak about Entrepreneurship and Tax. Mr. Dastur
rightly shared his views about entrepreneurship being
the best way to generate wealth in a short amount of
time.
The final speaker, eminent Neurosurgeon, Dr. Keki
Turel, gave an insightful talk on the Enigmatic Brain –
the order and its disorders.
The much anticipated awards presented to prominent
Zoroastrians for their and achievements, were
announced.

196 Annangrove Road, Annangrove, NSW, 2156 www.aza.org.au

Page 8 of 32

While there were several nominees, the following were
chosen for the awards:
Zoroastrian Award: Dinshaw Tamboly
Community Service Award: Meher Medora
Science (Medicine) Award: Dr. Keki Turel
Social Entrepreneur: Khushroo Poacha
Woman of Distinction: Pheroza Godrej
Outstanding Young Zoroastrian: Ziba Colah
A special award for Outstanding Service to the
Zoroastrian Community was presented to Dr. Esfandiar

Ekhtiyari, the first Zoroastrian Member of Parliament
in Iran, who has been elected three times since the
Iranian revolution.
Firoz Pestonji gave a vote of thanks, which was
followed by the handover ceremony, the 12th World
Zoroastrian Congress, 2022 will be held in New York.
A gala dinner followed and attendees who still had
some energy left, took to the dance floor, before
heading home. Optional sightseeing tours were
organised on Day 4, for speakers and delegates who
wished to experience the spectacular beauty of Perth
and its surrounding areas.
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11th World Zoroastrian Congress – A Youth
Perspective
Kainaaz Variava and Merzi Mody

Both contributors to this article, Kainaaz Variava and
Merzi Mody were fortunate enough to have been
sponsored to attend the 11th World Zoroastrian
Congress in Perth – Kainaaz via the Dr. Schahryar
Amanat scholarship and Merzi via an anonymous,
generous donor from the AZA. We both would like to
sincerely thank the individuals and families who
enabled this experience.
To be honest, neither of us had any predetermined
expectations of this event. From our perspective, being
a Parsee Zoroastrian has become as much an approach
towards life as a religion – we see our faith so often
fragmented by geographic and political issues and so
we look to these events to ingrain ourselves more in the
culture and people of our worldwide community.
We write this article as objective observers of the
Congress, and to say thank you to the people of the
Australian Zoroastrian Association who have allowed
us to attend and recount the 11WZC to our community.
One of our most enjoyable experiences of congresses in
the past has been the communal atmosphere, and this
year we took a chance and booked an 11sleeper
federation ‘youth’ house in East Perth a year before the
event. The gamble paid off and we managed to house
11 Zoroastrian youth from around the World; we met

new people and lived together under one roof. Thanks
to the various Zoroastrian organisations around the
World for passing on messages about the availability of
the house which led to delegates including ourselves
flying in from Los Angeles, Tehran, Mumbai,
Melbourne and Sydney. Most had never met each other
but we’re sure we will meet again. The house brought
together a student from Italy, the organiser of the next
youth congress, professionals and friends. It wasn’t
quite ‘Jiyo Parsi’ but over 6 days we bonded, shared
meals, bills, stories and nights out.
Between the two of us, the 11th World Zoroastrian
Congress was the seventh Congress we had attended. It
was most certainly and refreshingly an ‘open minded’
congress – Zoroastrians from all walks of life and
corners of the World descended on Perth. It was
attended by 330 delegates from 14 countries including
Iran, Kurdistan (region), Poland, UAE, UK, Canada,
USA, India, Pakistan, NZ and Australia.
Theme of the congress was ‘Together Towards
Tomorrow’, and this was the first Congress to have ever
been hosted in the Southern Hemisphere.
The Congress was chaired by Firoz Pestonji of the
Business Association of Western Australian
Zoroastrians (BAWAZ), and opened with special guests
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such as the Premier of Western Australia, Mark
McGowan, Consul General of India in Australia Amit
Mishra, and our very own Yaz Mubarakai, WA Labor
member for Jandakot. The main sponsors of the
Congress included Zoroastrian Charity Funds of Hong
Kong, Canton and Macao (ZCFHCM), Purviz and late
Rusy Shroff of Hong Kong, Jokhi family of Hong
Kong, Godrej Industries Limited, the Surty family in
loving memory of Darayus, the World Zoroastrian
Organisation Trust, and Mahrukh and Firoz Pestonji,
with all events taking place at the impressive Astral
Ballroom, Crown Perth.
Overwhelmingly, this Congress centred on the theme of
business and commerce – how to reinvigorate the
Zoroastrian spirit of entrepreneurship. It was inspiring
to hear the achievements and struggles of a lot of our
fellow men and women in the community who have
achieved commercial feats in their own domains.
Zoroastrian business women led from the front; the
AZA’s very own Farida Irani (founder of Subtle
Energies), Awat Darya the first Representative of
Kurdish Zoroastrians to Kurdistan Regional
Government, and Tina Namiranian a hospitality
entrepreneur from Iran who, with the support of her
husband restored "Nartitee Ecolodge" in Yazd that
educates customers on historical accommodation,
involves them in local jashan prayers and cooking their
local Surog food.
The Congress was a great opportunity to meet fellow
Zoroastrians from all walks of life. Institutions from all
over the World were represented in Perth such as the
Bombay Parsee Panchayat, Federation of Zoroastrian
Associations of North America, Zoroastrian Charity
Funds of Hong Kong, Canton and Macau, the Global
Working Group, Zoroastrian Association of California,
Zoroastrian Trust Funds of Europe, World Zoroastrian
Organisation Trusts, etc.
The Congress commenced Friday 1st June 2018 with
the traditional opening Jashan – our own Ervad (Dr)
Peshotan Katrak, AM represented Australia together
with seven other Mobeds from around the World in a
powerful act of religious solidarity.
One of the most rewarding sessions was hosted by
young entrepreneur Jehaan Kotwal (CEO, JFK
Transport, India) – a ‘speed networking’ event where
delegates introduced each other in their professional
contexts, gauging any potential business or
development connections. In addition, other business
and entrepreneurship panel sessions were held with the
likes of Neville Shroff, Edul Daver, and Firoz Pestonji.
Parshan Khosravi also introduced the upcoming Youth
Congress on the outskirts of Los Angeles mid2019 and

we would love to see the AZA well represented next
year. Doctors Keki Turel and Farhad Contractor
inspired with their accounts of neurosurgery feats and
advice around medical topics.
The sessions in general were well attended, however it
was disappointing to see streams of parallel sessions
being run. With the Congress unnecessarily squeezed
in to only 2.5 days of actual content, we felt it was
unfair to the speakers of the second stream, which
would quite often only have a handful of delegates
attend. The congress should have used the full four
days to allow delegates to attend all sessions, get to
know each other, forced further networking and
strengthening of our global connections. We would
also have liked to see more Zoroastrian education
centred around religious teachings and texts so that the
community can move away from culturallyevolved,
localised practices, many of which are divisive, and
more towards religious practices and rites of passage.
In saying that, and after watching the experiences of
other geographies, we personally are both grateful of
the community collaboration we enjoy at the AZA, and
we should always hold on to this pillar of togetherness.
The forthrightness of many of the youth was welcomed
in Perth. As a collective, we, the next generation want
a more inclusive, accepting community, free from
unnecessary politics and divisiveness. However, the
lack of youth numbers at the Congress was glaringly
obvious. The average age of attendees centred around
55 plus, and with the timing of the congress coinciding
directly with university exams, Sydney and Melbourne
youth passed up even fully funded opportunities to
attend.
Overall, the Congress was a great opportunity to meet
members of our international community and enjoy
what Western Australia had to offer. The timing in
winter and during university exams was unfortunate,
however the breadth and depth of speakers and the
focus on reinvigoration of Zoroastrian entrepreneurship
was commendable.
The event was graciously hosted and painstakingly
organised by the entire Pestonji family in Perth,
together with their band of invaluable volunteers (such
as our Mahiyar Wellington) and applaud the effort of
the background work, organisation, funding, promotion
that took place, and the hospitality offered.
We hope that the World, and the wider Australian
Zoroastrian community is stronger for the Congress and
hope that we can attract more talent, become more
unified, and influence the global community even more
in times to come.
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Together Towards Tomorrow – The Challenge Ahead
Reflections on 11th World Zoroastrian Congress
Farhad Khurshed
The theme for the 11th World Zoroastrian Congress,
Together Towards Tomorrow was aptly coined and
encapsulates what our community needs to survive and
flourish.
Few communities can boast of the remarkable
achievements of Zoroastrians. From the devout few
who risked their lives to escape persecution, started a
new beginning in a foreign land, to a respected
community of industrialists, professionals and
philanthropists, we have come a long way.
According to the Wall Street Journal, India’s
Zoroastrians constitute less than 0.005% of the
population but account for three of its top 10
billionaires. They’ve built the modern industry, helped
make India a nuclear power, contributed to the freedom
movement, produced novelists, sportspersons and even
had individuals elected to the British Parliament.
From the caliber of speakers at the 11th WZC it is
evident that among us are individuals with immense
foresight, tremendous leadership potential and the drive
to take the community forward. There was even a
sprinkling of ambitious youth, including Rishad
Maneksha, 18 yearold CEO of ScrapCycle from New
Zealand, who made a compelling presentation about his
unique business model. The research and planning
behind this venture, executed with methodical
precision, demonstrated a level of business acumen, far
beyond the capability of most teenagers.
Yet, as was evident from Roshan Rivetna’s presentation
on the Demographic Picture of the Zoroastrian World,
the dwindling numbers clearly indicate that we are a
community under serious threat of extinction.
What’s distressing is the unfortunate state of apathy
that has permeated our community despite having
inspiring leaders, a robust social/financial
infrastructure, networking opportunities and online
information portals which provide a wealth of
information at our fingertips.
It’s hard to understand why, despite being one of the
most educated communities in the world, there is lack
of “togetherness”, in the worldwide diaspora. The
familiar joke, “Where there are three Zoroastrians, you
will have four opinions”, has a sinister side. We are
turning into a fragmented community of people content
to watch from the sidelines, quick to find fault, but
unwilling to take charge and contribute meaningfully to
the progress of the community.
This does not augur well if we seek to move together
towards tomorrow.
So, what can you, fellow Zoroastrians do to echo the
sentiments of Together Towards Tomorrow?
It’s time to shake off the apathy, make small sacrifices,
demonstrate commitment and rekindle a sense of pride

and belonging.
For starters, members need to renew their AZA
subscriptions without having to be cajoled and
reminded by the committee.
Parents need to give up one Sunday a month to get their
children to the Sunday School. An understanding of the
greatness and power of our religion is what’s needed to
reverse the slide towards apathy and instill a sense of
pride and belonging.
“If you think there’s a price to pay for religious
education at the Sunday School, consider the cost of
ignorance where your child has no reason to be a proud
Zoroastrian…with apologies to Derek Bok.
As learned scholar Khojeste Mistree explained, most
Zoroastrians when asked what our religion signifies
promptly reply, it’s about, “Good Thoughts, Good
Words and Good Deeds”, which is a universal religious
tenet. This isn’t what distinguishes us from other
religions.
What sets us apart, Khojeste explained is that
Zoroastrianism teaches us to be happy within, spread
harmony in the environment and uphold the truth.
Zoroastrianism does not profess penance or sitting on
top of a mountaintop to get close to God, instead
promotes the enjoyment of life, as long as we do
everything in moderation, avoid excess and are
truthful.
Which other religion, promulgates this kind of
freedom?
Parents attending Sunday School, should willingly
volunteer for their “tea turn”, instead of being
persuaded by repeated emails and followup from
coordinators.
Members should step up and take on the challenge of
serving on the AZA committee and organise sporting
events…sadly AZA cricket has been the only sporting
event held so far in 2018.
Fervent pleas from the Working Bee mostly go
unheard, leaving it to some die hard Bees to do the hard
yards, every month.
That’s just for starters. There’s more to be done.
Most of you are probably aware of the controversy
surrounding the proposed construction of the metro in
Mumbai, which threatens our sacred atashbehrams. The
indifference expresses by many Zoroastrian
Organisations outside India to the serious threat posed
to the pillars of our religion is shocking. The AZA has
taken the lead and issued a statement in support of
altering the plans, so our astasbehrams are left
unharmed.
At the Bombay Parsi Panchayat (BPP) elections held on
1st July, 2018 in Mumbai, only about 5,000
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Zoroastrians cast their vote, out of an eligible 20 –
25,000 voters. Most of the voters were above 50 years
of age.
These are just two instances which reflect a state of
apathy, arguably the primary challenge we face as a
community in moving together, towards, tomorrow.
So, where to from here?
What’s required is some deep thinking from every
Zoroastrian that goes beyond ‘easy’ answers such as
opening the floodgates and being inclusive, which will
increase numbers but lead to a whole new set of

problems.
Albert Einstein said, “The thinking that got you to
where you are today isn’t the level of thinking which
will get you to where you want to be tomorrow.”
Every community member needs to adopt an elevated
level of thinking, shake off their apathy and make a
dedicated effort to contribute to the progress of the
community.
Only then will be able to move Together Towards
Tomorrow.

AZA Supports Mumbai Zoroastrians in their Quest to
Save Atashbehrams
AZA has taken the lead and has issued a letter in support of the rerouting of the proposed Metro Line III to
prevent irreparable damage to our venerated H. B. Wadia and the Zarathoshti Anjuman Atashbehrams.
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RENTAL

Available for rent 3 bedroom villa with
backyard in Castle Hill .
Five minutes walk to all amenities and
public transport.
For good Zoroastrian family or individuals.
Rent $525 per week.
In first instance write to
nevd163@hotmail.com
Avijit Sarkar and His Talented Group Wows Seniors
15 July 2018
Sheila Appoo. On behalf of the Seniors Committee
Thanks to Avijit Sarkar and the talented students of his
Nataraj Academy, including our very own Kerman Mistry,
everyone who attended Seniors Day on Sunday July 15 were
happily entertained with a morning of catchy golden
Bollywood melodies. The 95+ strong crowd were very
engaged and clapped in time to the lilting songs.
The entertainment was followed by Ronny Kapadia's
delicious biryani, raita and lagan nu custard, which all
thoroughly enjoyed.
Akhtar Ostowari and the Seniors Volunteer Committee would
like to thank Avijit and his students, Ronny Kapadia and all
who attended for their generous support in making the day a
big success.
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FIFA WORLD CUP ‘BBK’ NIGHT
16 June 2018
Mehernosh Seervai
AZA Managing Committee Member (in the quest for new and better events)
The 2018 FIFA World Cup fever was on!
With 32 nations battling it out on football fields in Russia,
our enterprising community members were not to be left
behind. In their ongoing endeavour to host new and better
events for the community, the AZA Managing Committee
took the initiative to organise ‘FIFA World Cup BBK Night’
at AZA House on Sunday, 16 June. This provided a great
opportunity for members and their guests to get together and
have a good time over dinner. The theme of the dinner was
‘BBK’, an acronym for Beer, Biryani & Kebabs.
With history in the making, this is the first ever FIFA World
Cup event to be held in Eastern Europe and the most
expensive football championship in history, budgeted at
US$14 billion. A total of 64 matches will be played at 12
venues, located in 11 Russian cities. With pretournament
favourites Brazil, France, Germany, and Spain, it was
interesting to see how Australia would perform with its
recently appointed coach.
Attendees started to arrive early at AZA House and settled
down quickly with a chilled longneck in anticipation of the

kickoff. Now it was the turn of sizzling lamb kebabs,
accompanied by multiple rounds of crispy chips. Getting
ready for the Australian eleven, got the attendees to devour on
unlimited delicious chicken biryani and catered by our very
own Ronnie Kapadia. It was time for the FIFA World Cup
match between Australia and France to be broadcast live from
Kazan Arena, Russia and projected on a large screen, with a
tremendous sound system at AZA House.
The clock struck 8 and the game began. On a cold starry
night, AZA House was electric with Aussie patriots
supporting their local heroes. With France being the 7th best
tournament favourites, as opposed to the Aussies placed 28th,
AZA House was now on the edge!
Based on a penalty kick, France’s Antoine Griezmann found
the net first. A stunned AZA House cried aloud for blood only
to be heard by Aussie Mile Jedinak, who equalised with an
equally stunning penalty goal. This got AZA House fully
charged and chilled longnecks did another welldeserved
round. In the battle for supremacy, both teams fought hard. At

196 Annangrove Road, Annangrove, NSW, 2156 www.aza.org.au

Page 17 of 32

halftime, it was time for a surprise dessert comprising
mouthwatering cake and fantastic cheese cake.
In the second half, a tugofwar with the ball, with dribbling
legs and thunderous headings, continued until Paul Pagoba
won the match for France with a deflected shot that went in
off the crossbar. It was time for unlimited beer to flow from
all sides. But ultimately, the Aussie Zoroastrian graciously
handed over the prize to the sole Frenchie, Monsieur

Reporter. Everything said and done, it was a great evening
with a fantastic crowd!
Going forward, football gladiators from 32 teams, will
wrestle in 64 games, over 32 days. A sheer coincidence is that
after mindblowing Beer, Biryani & Kebabs, attendees
happily walked away with a 326432 figure!
Whilst the best team of the day won, ultimately Aussie Beer,
Bawa Biryani and King Kebabs scored the golden goals!
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AZA Youth Update
Cyra Patel
Since 2017, the Sydney Zoro Youth committee have,
with the help of many volunteers in our community,
hosted a number of events for the youth community.
Here are a few highlights:
Miniolympics: In April 2017, 40 or so Zoros gathered
at Putney Park for a bit of friendly competition on a
beautiful sunny autumn day. The day began with the
group being randomly split into 4 teams with an
icebreaker, facilitated by a professional company, that

involved mooing, baaing and clucking our way to find
our teammates. Once in groups, each team facedoff
with another team in a game, whether it was catching
and tossing a huge “volleyball” with an even bigger
canvas, or playing hockey with swimming noodles, or
navigating a giant ball around a fiercely competitive
opposing team that tried all tactics to stop you from
succeeding. Teams cheered their teammates on, and
loudly and proudly yelled out their team chants
together. In the end, one team prevailed, and donned

some snazzy medals. The games were followed by a
good ol’ Aussie sausage sizzle which the hungry
athletes gobbled down. A few people settled in to lay
down under the afternoon sun, while the others
wrapped up the day with a friendly game of soccer.
Bowling and laser tag: Following on from a successful

miniolympics, in July 2017 over 50 Zoro youth spent
an evening escaping the cold at Kingpin Bowling in
North Strathfield. The group was randomly split up into
teams of 6 people each, which gave everyone an
opportunity to meet a few people they didn’t know. An
hour of bowling revealed who was skilled and who was
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not, with some people smashing out strike after strike,
while others just struck out. Nonetheless, there was a
good spirit of friendly competition, and of course
devouring the finger food that was brought out to share.
Then, the group came back together and took turns
playing two rounds of laser tag. Everyone’s competitive
spirit was set on fire, with people scurrying around the
maze, trying to win points for themselves and dodge
their enemies. Three games of laser tag was followed
by an hour of playing arcade games, while some
wrapped up the evening with a chat and a drink.
Christmas party: The annual SZY Christmas party in
2017 was held at the Sky Terrace at The Star. A few
people trickled in early in the day to enjoy the Sydney
summer sun with a fabulous view, while others joined
in later as the sun began to set. A large group of us took
over a sizeable area, making new friends and chatting
over drinks, chicken wings and fries. The evening went
on for several hours, with the group celebrating the past

year and looking forward to what 2018 would bring.
Some carried on in groups to the casino, some headed
to get kebabs before heading home for the night, while
others went on to enjoy the festive season in Sydney.
In addition, the SZY committee has also helped to host
the following events since 2017:
• Trip to Wet ‘n’ Wild theme park – February 2017
• Bondi to Bronte coastal walk – May 2017
• Navroze Party at Café Del Mar, Darling Harbour –
August 2017
• AZA working bee and lunch – September 2017
• Beach day and BBQ – March 2018
• Painting and wine afternoon – May 2018
Most importantly, none of these events would have
been possible without the generosity of our amazing
donors. We want you to know how much we appreciate
you, and thank you from the bottom of our hearts for
the friendships and memories you have given us.

PILLOO’S PANEERS & PICKLES
HOMEMADE COTTAGE CHEESE (PANEER)
Also Available:
TopliNaPaneers as well as NoFat, LowFat, LactoseFree, DairyFree, LowSalt,
SaltFree and SoyMilk Paneers
Green Chutney, Tomato Chutney, Lemon Achar, Mango Chutney (In Season),
Strawberry Jam, Lemon Butter.
Call Pilloo on: (02) 8580 2216
Spenta on: 0414 276 660
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Marathon road trip from Sydney to Perth
by four venturesome Zoros
Kersi MeherHomji (abridged from Peshotan Katrak’s live travelogue)
Photos supplied by Peshotan and fellow travellers

Call it a pilgrimage with dedication, an adventure in a
campervan covering 4500 kms.
The World Zoroastrian Congress in Perth from June 1
to 4 was the motivation behind this marathon trip
lasting 12 hectic but memorable days from May18 to
29. By plane it would have taken only five hours but
our roadside heroes Dr. Peshotan Katrak, Tim Desai,
Kersi Parekh and Dr Farrokh Mistree (former AZA
Sunday School teacher now settled in USA) preferred
to rough it out for almost 300 hours in a campervan
passing through landmark destinations in New South
Wales, South Australia and all the way to Perth.
The journey notes are abbreviated from the daily blogs
Peshotan emailed to some of us from the comfort
(discomfort?) of a campervan. Their campervan was a
mobile mini motel with a gas stove, microwave oven,
fridge and beds which can be pulled out at night. Not to
forget, a table for Pesho, Farrokh, Kersi and Tim to
write their travelogue and place their iPhones for taking
pictures for readers.
When I asked the voyagers, why not a five hour plane
flight and why a 300 hour demanding ride, their

explanation was: Can you watch kangaroos, emus,
eagles etc at touching distance from a plane? Can you
watch the famous BIG CHAIR on top of a hill, Great
Ocean Drive, Elephant Cove and Gap & Natural
Bridge, snapping close photographs of them from a
plane window? Certainly not!
They believed what essayist GK Chesterton had said in
early 1900s, “An adventure is only an inconvenience
rightly considered. An inconvenience is only an
adventure wrongly considered.”
In Mudgee the foursome stopped outside Madeira Road
and took photos of Opal’s historical house and the
clock tower in the dark. At Dubbo they were greeted by
Pesho’s friends Dr and Mrs Jagdish Maharaj who
entertained them at an Indian restaurant and set up four
beds for them in different rooms in their house.
All four of them had a go driving the Campervan as
they reached South Australia watching the Royal
wedding on TV while enjoying a drink to go with Kersi
Parekh’s freshly cooked rice and his wife Luba’s meat
cutlets.
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Driving on... The merry foursome stayed in a relatively
sumptuous family room of the Cocklebiddy Roadhouse.
This was the last of the Nullarbor Plain roadhouse stay
as they travelled to more populated parts of Western
Australia. Nullarbor is named after a horse that
revealed the first nugget of gold when it got caught in
its hoof.
Their next destination was the Talati residence in
Kalgoorlie. Sanober and Yezdi Talati are a delightful

Parsi family that have been in Kalgoorlie for 20 years.
With Shanaz Desai’s introduction the Zoro quartet
stayed two nights at their home. They discovered later
that the Talatis used to bring their two daughters to
AZA’s Sunday School in 1995. Pesho remembers
meeting them at AZA House and also at Farzana
Mehta’s wedding as they are related to Vispi – small
world! He adds, “They were wonderful hosts and made
our stay very comfortable. Thanks to their washing

The venturesome foursome – Kersi Parekh, Tim Desai (standing), Peshotan Katrak, Farrokh Mistree

Tim, Yezdi & Sanober Talati and Farrokh – smiling despite plaster and pain!
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machine, we all had a set of clean clothes for the rest of
the trip.”
The highlight of their visit to Kalgoorlie was a tour of
the open cut mine’s Superpit which they enjoyed.
However, as they were walking happily to visit the
museum, disaster struck. Farrokh was following the
group across the relatively quiet main road, when he
saw a police paddy wagon approaching and tried to
hurry across the road. In the process, he tripped on the
pavement and fell over a low barrier chain.
He realised immediately that he had broken his right
wrist as also dislocated his right shoulder. How lucky
that Peshotan, a rehabilitation medical practitioner, was
there. He could feel the angulation from the fracture in
his forearm just above the wrist.
The police pulled over and called for an ambulance
while Peshotan tried to hold the fractured area stable.
The ambulance arrived 20 minutes later although the
hospital was only a kilometre away. An Xray indicated
realignment of the fracture. Treatment was carried out
under a local anaesthetic. Farrokh and Pesho were in
the Emergency Department (ED) for about five hours.
Farrokh had a pretty good service at a hugely low cost
compared to a similar visit to an ED in USA.
The Fab Four then reached Esperance, a lovely small
town on the southern coastline of Western Australia.
“The water in the ocean in various bays along the Great
Ocean Drive is so clear and with so many shades of

blue, it looks amazingly clean”, remembers Peshotan.
“With white sandy beaches and a hilly coastline, the
scenery is truly beautiful, especially when the sun is
shining.” Let the picture tell the story.
The locals make a big deal of a piece of an American
spaceship that had landed nearby.
The next stop was Albany. Their cabin was on a
beautiful beach with white sand and looked virtually
like a 4star hotel room. A sculpture in the shape of a
Whale’s Tail adorned the waterfront in the town centre.
The Gap and Natural Bridge seen in the morning were
perhaps the best natural sights they witnessed on this
trip. The Gap is a large 20 or 30 meter stone cliff on the
ocean’s edge resembling a work of art.
Later in the day, they drove out to a nearby town called
Denmark in Western Australia for a scenic drive and
saw Elephant Cove, a collection of large rocks on the
ocean’s edge that looked like a herd of elephants.
Then they visited Bunbury and climbed the world
famous Gloucester Tree and the tallest lighthouse in
Australia. The final destination was Perth where they
returned the campervan and caught a bus to their hotel
and finally to the venue of the 11th World Zoroastrian
Congress. The rest is history as the Zoroastrian
community is marching “together towards tomorrow” –
the slogan of the Conference.
My apology if I have left out some names and venues.

Farrokh – down but not out!
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Recipes to
Delight

Easy Lemon Chicken
Recipe with Herbs
Ingredients
• 700 gms chicken thighs, skinon,
bonein, trimmed of excess fat
• 1 tablespoon whole grain mustard
• 1 tablespoon lemon zest (1
teaspoon for rub and 2 teaspoons
for sauce)
• 1 ½ teaspoons dried oregano
• ½ teaspoon dried thyme
• ¼ teaspoon salt
• 2 tablespoons olive oil (1
tablespoon for rub, 1 tablespoon
for cooking)
• ¼ cup (60 ml) lemon juice (about
1 lemon)
• 1 ¼ cups (300 ml) lowsodium
chicken stock
• 2 garlic cloves, smashed
• 1 tablespoon unsalted butter
• 1 tablespoon allpurpose flour
Method
• Prepare Chicken
• Heat oven to 400 degrees F.
• Make rub for chicken. Combine
mustard, 1 teaspoon of the lemon
zest, oregano, thyme, salt and 1
tablespoon of the olive oil in a
small bowl. Use fingers or a brush
to coat chicken on both sides with
the mustard rub.
• In another bowl or measuring jug,
combine remaining lemon zest (2
teaspoons), lemon juice and the
chicken stock. Set aside.
Cook Chicken
• Heat remaining tablespoon of oil
in a large ovensafe skillet or
frying pan over medium heat.
• Add the smashed garlic then cook
about 1 minute or until you can
smell toasted garlic and the garlic
has browned around the edges.
Remove and discard the garlic,

but leave the oil.
• Add the chicken, skinside down,
into the hot garlicinfused oil and
cook 2 to 3 minutes or until the
skin has turned golden brown.
• Flip chicken then add the lemon
juice mixture from before. Stir
then slide the pan into the oven
and bake 25 to 35 minutes or until
a thermometer inserted into the
thickest part of the chicken reads
175 degrees F.
To Finish
• Remove pan from oven then
transfer the chicken to a plate and
cover with aluminium foil. There
should still be liquid in the pan.
Place the pan over medium heat
and bring the liquid to a gentle
simmer.
• In a small bowl, use your fingers
to mix butter and flour together,
making a dry, crumbly paste.
Whisk the flour and butter into
the sauce. The sauce will thicken
slightly and look glossy. Nestle
the chicken back into the pan then
serve.

burns off during the cooking
process. If you are worried about
cooking with wine, the following
makes a good substitute.
• ¼ cup of white grape juice
• 1 tablespoon vanilla extract
• 2 tablespoons of sherry vinegar

Creamy Chicken Marsala

Rich Lamb Bhuna

Ingredients
• 4 boneless skinless chicken
breasts, thinly sliced
• salt and pepper
• 2 tablespoons olive oil
• 1½ cups sliced mushrooms
• ½ cup Marsala wine** see note
• ½ cup chicken broth
• 1 cup heavy whipping cream
• 1 teaspoon ground mustard
• 1 teaspoon garlic powder
• Fresh Chopped Parsley for
garnish
** The alcohol in the marsala wine

Method
• In a large skillet over medium
heat add 1 tablespoon olive oil to
the pan. Add the chicken and
lightly salt and pepper.
• Cook until lightly brown and
cooked throughout. Remove
chicken and set aside on plate.
• Add 1 Tablespoon olive oil and
sauté the mushrooms for 12
minutes.
• Add marsala wine and bring to a
boil over medium high heat for 1
2 minutes. This allows the alcohol
to burn out.
• Add the chicken broth, heavy
whipping cream, ground mustard,
and garlic powder. Bring to a boil
and reduce heat and simmer for
about 10 minutes or until it starts
to thicken.
• Place chicken back in the sauce
and continue to simmer for about
12 minutes.

Ingredients
• 5 large garlic cloves
• 15g piece peeled ginger
• 2 large tomatoes, quartered
• 100ml vegetable oil
• 1 mediumlarge onion, chopped
• 500g diced lamb leg
• 1 heaped tsp ground cumin
• ¼½ tsp red chilli powder, or a
little paprika powder for colour
• 2 tsp ground coriander
• 1 tsp garam masala
• 24 green chillies, whole
• 1 tbsp lemon juice (optional)
• salt, to taste
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• handful coriander leaves and
stalks, chopped (and/or a few
shredded mint leaves, optional)
• spinach and dill raita, to serve
Whole spices
• 20 black peppercorns
• 2 bay leaves
• 5 whole cloves
• 23 cm piece cinnamon
• 4 green cardamom pods
• 2 black cardamom pods
Method
• Process the tomatoes, ginger and
garlic together in a blender until
smooth.
• Heat the oil in a large nonstick
saucepan.
• Add the whole spices and onion
and cook until the onion is well
browned.
• Stir in the lamb, tomato mixture,
ground spices, green chilies and
salt. Bring to the boil, then reduce
the heat to low, cover and cook,
stirring occasionally for 15  20
mins or until you have a little less
than half the liquid left in the pan.
• Increase the heat to high and
bhuno, (see introduction), stirring
continuously for 68 minutes or
until all the excess moisture has
evaporated.
• Add a couple of splashes of water,
bring to the boil, then reduce the
heat to low again, cover and cook
for another 20 minutes or until the
lamb is tender.
• Taste and adjust the seasoning add
the lemon juice, if necessary. The
sauce should cling to the meat.
Stir in the coriander and serve.

Members
Column

News Roundup

Welcome to Our World

Mrs. Khursheed Roshan
Bharucha, first Parsi
woman appointed as
caretaker Federal Minister
of Pakistan.

Arish Variava was born on 20th
March 2018 to pround parents
Meherzad Variava and Avan
Jussawalla. Proud Grandparents:
Aspi & Farida Jussawalla (Sydney)
and Niloufer & Farhad Variava
(Abu Dhabi)

Navjote Congratulations
On June 2, 2018, Isabella Irani and
Xander Irani had their Navjote
ceremony in Sydney. Isabella and
Xander are the daughter and son of
Sonia and Cyrus Irani. Proud
grandparents are Zenia and
Khosrow Irani from Sydney and
Fali and Gulshen Cooper from
Karachi, Pakistan.

RIP
Behram Cooper left for his
heavenly abode on 19 May 2018.
Behram was the husband of Mehru
Cooper, father of Noshirwan
Cooper and Nilufer Shroff, father
inlaw of Nawaz Cooper &
Rohinton Shroff.
Col. Cyrus Master passed away 6th
April in Pune, India. He leaves
behind his beloved wife Dinu, sister
Behroze Bilimoria and brother
Firdosh Master. May his soul Rest
In Peace.

Sixmember caretaker federal
cabinet: a wellrespected Parsi
woman, former Senator Roshan
Khursheed Bharucha, will look after
Ministry of Human Rights, Ministry
of Kashmir Affairs and Gilgit
Baltistan and Ministry of States and
Frontier Regions.
Roshan Khursheed Bharucha, a
Parsi educationist was sworn in as
part of the interim cabinet. She
possesses more than 30 years of
unified experience in fields of
education, technical, vocational
training, for decades she’s working
for the people of Balochistan.
For the full article please click on
the link: http://bit.ly/2KfEfHz

Cyrus Poonawalla
Receives U.S. Varsity
Doctorate
The University of Massachusetts
Medical School (USA) conferred an
honorary degree on Cyrus
Poonawalla, the founder, chairman
and managing director of the Serum
Institute of India. Based in Pune,
the Serum Institute of India has
evolved into the world’s largest
vaccine maker, producing 1.5
billion doses annually that are
administered in 170 countries.
By making highquality vaccines
available at affordable prices, the
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Kidz Korner

Serum Institute of India is credited
with saving millions of lives; in fact,
an estimated twothirds of the
world’s children have received at
least one of the institute’s vaccines.
Watch the video by clicking on the
link:
http://bit.ly/2M5rK2Z

Lexophiles
Metro work: MMRC
moves Bombay HC for
urgent hearing on Parsi
community plea

MUMBAI: The Mumbai Metro Rail
Corporation (MMRC) on Thursday
approached the Bombay High Court
seeking an urgent hearing on a plea
filed by the Parsi community in the
Chartered accountant Xerxes Dastur city opposing the alignment of the
was elected as trustee of the
Mumbai Metro III project.
Bombay Parsi Punchayet on Sunday. The MMRC told a bench of Justices
As many as 6,018 community
AS Oka and RI Chagla that its
members cast their votes to appoint tunnelling and drilling work for the
a new trustee to the sevenmember
ColabaBandraSeepz route would
board. Mr. Dastur, who got 2,968
reach up to the site of two of the
votes, beat his nearest rival Anahita Parsi fire temples in the city in
Desai (2,879) by 89 votes.
about 25 days from now.
The election was a heated contest,
The community has been opposing
with allegations of EVM tampering, such tunneling work alleging that
fears that a husbandwife couple
the same might cause severe damage
would form a majority, and rumours to the temples.
that some candidates had lured
In May this year, several members
voters with domestic supplies and
of the community and some high
free pickup and drop services.
priests from two Parsi temples had
Ms. Desai is married to BPP
approached a vacation bench of the
chairman Yazdi Desai, and a section HC opposing the drilling work for
of the community feared that if she
two tunnels for the metro III line.
had won, Mr. Desai would have had For the complete article, please
the majority vote, given that three
click: http://bit.ly/2KluLuE
other board members mostly side by
him. The other candidates in the fray
were Ratan Patel, Kersi Sethna and
Eric Dhatigara.
For the complete article, please
click: http://bit.ly/2KfSbRW

Xerxes Dastur elected to
Bombay Parsi Punchayet
board

Surosh Khurshed
"Lexophile" is a term used to
describe those who are clever with
words, such as "you can tune a
piano but you can't tuna fish", or "to
write with a broken pencil is
pointless."
A competition to see who can come
up with the best lexphillies is held
every year in Dubuque, Iowa. The
year's winning submissions:
A thief who stole a calendar got
twelve months.
The batteries were given out free of
charge.
A dentist and a manicurist married.
They fought tooth and nail.
A will is a dead giveaway.
With her marriage, she got a new
name and a dress.
A boiled egg is hard to beat.
Police were called to the daycare
centre, where a threeyearold was
resisting a rest.
Did you hear about the fellow whose
whole left side was cut off? He's all
right now.
The guy who fell onto an upholstery
machine is now fully recovered.
He had a photographic memory
which was never developed.
When she saw her first strands of
grey hair thought she'd dye.
Acupuncture is a job well done.
That's the point of it.
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Punny Ones!
Farshid Khurshed
Q: What do you call dental Xrays?
A: Tooth pics

Who said car names don't have
meaning...???
*FIAT*: Failure in Italian Automotive Technology.
*FORD*: For Only Rough Drivers.
*HYUNDAI*: Hope You Understand Nothing's
Drivable And Inexpensive.
*VOLVO*: Very Odd Looking Vehicular Object.
*PORSCHE*: Proof Of Rich Spoiled Children Having
Everything.
*OPEL*: Old People Enjoying Life
*TOYOTA*: The One You Only Trust, Always.
*HONDA*: Hung Over, Now Driving Away.
*BMW*: Big Money Waste
*AUDI*: An unwanted debt invitation
*MERCERDES*: Maximum enthusiasm, recurring
cost, ego developed, eagerness to sell

Q: What do you call a group of babies?
A: An infantry.
Q: Did you hear about the Italian chef who died?
A: He pasta away.
Q: Why do cows have hooves instead of feet?
A: Because they lactose.
Q: What do you call a sleeping dinosaur?
A: A dinosnore.
Q: Which way did the programmer go?
A: He went data way.
Q: How does NASA organize a party?
A: They planet.
Q: What do Alexander the Great and Winnie the Pooh
have in common?
A: Same middle name.
Q: What did the left eye say to the right eye?
A: Between you and me, something smells.
Q: Why didn't the skeleton cross the road?
A: He didn't have the guts.
Q: What do you call an alligator that wears a vest?
A: An investigator
Q: Are mountains just funny?
A: No. They are hill areas.
Q: Why didn't the bicycle stand up on its own?
A: It was two tired.
Q: What did the window feel when it was hit by a
stone?
A: It felt the pane.
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AUSTRALIAN ZOROASTRIAN ASSOCIATION OF NSW INC

NOMINATION FORM FOR THE COMMITTEE OF
MANAGEMENT
AGM 20182019
Nominee
I, Mr / Mrs / Ms

……………………. ……
(First Name)

………….......………
(Surname)

…………………….......
(Signature)

…………………...
(Date)

A financial member of the Australian Zoroastrian Association of NSW Inc (AZA) 2018  2019, would like to
nominate myself as a candidate for the Committee of Management of the AZA in the election to be held at the
Annual General Meeting on Sunday 16th September 2018.

Proposer
I, Mr / Mrs / Ms
……………………. ……
(First Name)

………….......………
(Surname)

…………………….......
(Signature)

…………………...
(Date)

A financial member of the Australian Zoroastrian Association of NSW Inc (AZA) 2018  2019, would like to
propose the Nominee as a candidate for the Committee of Management of the AZA in the election to be held at the
Annual General Meeting on Sunday 16th September 2018.

Seconder
I, Mr / Mrs / Ms

……………………. ……
(First Name)

………….......………
(Surname)

…………………….......
(Signature)

…………………...
(Date)

A financial member of the Australian Zoroastrian Association of NSW Inc (AZA) would like to second the
Nominee as a candidate for the Committee of Management of the AZA in the election to be held at the Annual
General Meeting on Sunday 16th September 2018.

Note
Please ensure that all nominations which are mailed to the registered address of AZA, 196 Annangrove
Road, Annangrove NSW 2156, reach latest by Friday 14th September 2018. Nominations may be emailed to
secretary@azacommittee.org.au by Friday 14th September 2018.
It is essential for all members who are filling in the Nomination form to be the current financial member of
AZA for FY which begins from 1st July 2018 to 30th June 2019 as per our Constitution.
If not a financial member, this form will be void.

AUSTRALIAN ZOROASTRIAN ASSOCIATION OF NSW INC

PROXY FORM FOR AGM 20182019

I, ....................................................................................................... being the current
financial member of the Australian Zoroastrian Association of NSW Inc (AZA) for FY 2018 – 2019
hereby appoint …………………………..............................................................................................
Or failing him/her,
..................................................................................................................................... as my proxy to vote for
me on my behalf at the Annual/Extraordinary General Meeting of the Association (as the case may be), to be
held on the Sixteenth day of September 2018 and at any adjournment thereof.
My proxy is hereby authorised to vote in favour of/against the resolutions stated in the agenda.

Signed this................................ day of .................................... 2018

Signature………………………………………………………………

NOTE
i) In the event of the member desiring to vote for or against any resolution he/she shall instruct his/her proxy
accordingly.*
ii) Unless otherwise instructed, the proxy may vote as he/she thinks fit.*
* Delete whichever is not desired.

It is essential for all members who are filling in the Nomination form to be the current financial member of
AZA for FY which begins from 1st July 2018 to 30th June 2019 as per our Constitution.
If not a financial member, this form will be void.
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