DRAFT PROPOSAL FOR EXHIBITION ON THE PARSI ZOROASTRIANS
Justification:
UNESCO has been asking us to make a major public presentation showcasing the Parsi Zoroastrians at the completion of the first decade of the UNESCO Parzor project 302 IND 4070. This would fit in with their Memory of the World Programme. The Director of the National Gallery of Modern Art (NGMA) Delhi has also been asking me for a major exhibition. If we have an Exhibition in Bombay, we can then shift this exhibition to Delhi in early 2011, which is coincidentally, the 50th year of the Delhi Parsi Anjuman. The young Bombay Parsis often take their community for granted and the Bollywood perception colours many aspects of their approach to their culture.
Unfortunately, because of the Parsi demographic decline and the increasing stress on a mono cultural norm due to globalization and modernization in India, the contribution of the Parsis, which earlier generations acknowledged and respected, is being forgotten. We need to correct a notion of sickly, decayed peoples which today is being propagated by even eminent social scientists in India. 
The Parsis carry an ancient culture which has contributed greatly to humanity: this must be put across in a very public yet sophisticated manner. We have now been given a possible platform at very eminent locations in both cities of India; we must make full use of this opportunity.

With the support of the Prince of Wales Museum and the Culture Ministry, we can contact the British Museum, the Tehran Museum, the Louvre, Paris and the Chicago University team working for 50 years at Persepolis. We can get them involved as a quid pro quo basis. If they lend us the Cyrus Cylinder, the cuneiform tablets, some of their excavation pieces we can then look at taking this Exhibition to the West at a later stage. 
The Prince of Wales itself has an excellent collection of Parsi textiles particularly Tanchoi and art objects as well as the Silhara Grants in marble.
The Rampur library, the Calcutta Museum and Asiatic Society and the Royal Asiatic Society Library Bombay have fabulous books which no one except researchers know about- these collections need to be displayed. 
VENUE: PRINCE OF WALES MUSEUM MUMBAI 

DATES: NOVEMBER 11TH 2010 INAUGURATION TO 12TH FEBURARY 2011. (working dates)
TITLE: HERITAGE OF HUMANITY- PARSI ZOROASTRIANS – working title 
Introduction

Preservation and Promotion of Parsi Zoroastrian Culture and Heritage – UNESCO Assisted Project 302 IND 4070 India- Parzor.

The Parsis are a distinct thread in the tapestry of multicultural India.  Followers of the Bronze Age Prophet Zarathushtra of Iran, Zoroastrianism, the world’s first monotheistic religion, has survived from around 1600 BC with its core beliefs intact. After the fall of the Sasanian Empire in Iran, some Zoroastrians took refuge around 936 AD in India.  Here they came to be known as the Parsis – or people from Persia. The Parsis, less than 0.01% of India’s population, have contributed greatly to the making of modern India.

Iranian, Indian, Chinese and European influences have helped create a unique Parsi culture.  Loss of cultural traditions is a growing phenomenon in an increasingly mono-cultural, global world.  When to this is added a steep demographic decline there is the danger of a culture being lost.   

UNESCO, India, acting as a catalyst, initiated the UNESCO Parzor Project. While preserving the tangible and intangible Parsi heritage, it hopes to create an awareness of this miniscule minority and a revival of interest within the community, the country and the world.  

We invite support from all those concerned with preserving the heritage of humanity. 

SCOPE
(1) PHOTOGRAPHIC EXHIBITION


This part is ready. It includes the complete exhibition created by UNESCO Parzor i.e. Pictures with a Purpose. It consists of the following;-

PHOTOGRAPHS with captions:
(I am not sending the caption attachments at present.)
Attachment No.1 Pictures with a Purpose -57 pages of captions which explain the sections and photos 
Attachment No. 2 Field Marshal Sam Manekshaw, MC.
Attachment No. 3 Homai Vyarawalla: The Collection of India’s First Woman Photo Journalist.
Attachment No. 4 Sooni Taraporevala – The Parsis.  Parzor has curated and exhibited this for the first time in India. We can use whatever we need from it.
Attachment No. 5 Textiles Module – to be collated from Priya, Ashdeen, Rohini, Hemant, Workshops and the other collections we are working with.
Attachment No. 6 Asha The Law of Harmony: A Study of Environmental consciousness in Zoroastrian Rituals- This will include matter and photos collected from Tajikistan, Iran, Sri Lanka, Afghanistan, India, Uzbekistan and CIS Zoroastrians, Russia. Material from Azerbaijan and other central Asian regions is also available for inclusions.
Attachment No. 7. Prof. Michael Stausberg Iran pictures
Attachment No. 8 Dastur Firouzgary of Iran- pictures

Attachment No. 9 Priestly training – The Madressa, Navars, Dasturs – Parzor Archives
Attachment No. 10 The Bahrot Caves- Farzan Mazda’s photographs – Parzor Archives
Attachment No.11. ……The Parsi Cupboard exhibition- Young Parsi Photographers recording their lives across India. 
(2) MODELS AND DISPLAYS
1. Persepolis – can the Prince of Wales work on the loan of models from the British Museum?
2. Cyrus Cylinder- can the Prince of Wales work on the loan of models from the British Museum?
3. Fires of Central Asia- Gas etc.- these will be models.
4. Tanka System 

5. The Yasna

6. The Jashan

7. The Navroze Table

8. The Dakhama

9. A Walk in Section of a Fire Temple with all original implements, Pavi, etc. can add Variso (Sacred Bull) pictures or model, bell to be rung, fire with working model of maachi, boi etc. We can get defunct agiaries to donate their portraits for this model.
10. Walk through Navsari – the Parsi Vad

11. Gracious living- A Parsi home of the Sethias
12. The Hadvaids and Healing

13. Muskil e Asan- The Friday rituals

14. etc.
(3) THE RELIGION OF THE PARSIS
1.
Zarathushtra and his life.

2.
The Magi, who visited the Christ child at Bethlehem, the Magi as astronomers and philosophers. 

3.
Rites and Rituals – write ups with models eg: Jashan, Yasna etc.

4.
The Rivayats- Priestly collections ---Vada Dasturs of India to be requested.

5.
Pilgrimage and Shrines- Iranian Pirs and Yazd Atash Behram Udwada, Goti, Bhikai Behram Well, the 8 Atash Behrams of India, Aslaji agiary. 

6.
The Fire Temple and its significance- model, implements in original- mace etc.

7.
An ecological religion- use Asha, the flower catalogue and the Zoroastrian calendar. 

8.
Religion in lifecycle rituals and in daily life- navjote, marriage, childbirth, death- models/ photographs.

9.
The Gathas and Muktads- model and copies of rare Avesta Ms, miniature Avesta – Gatha chanting.

10.
Muskil-e- Asan in Zoroastrianism, Islam, the Sindhi community

11.
Parsi saints and mystics- Shah Faridun, Shah Lorashp, Kukadaru, Homaji Bawa etc.

12.
Life as a battle ground against Ahriman – use of charms, amulets, Nirangs etc. Purity laws and seclusions 

13.
Zoroastrian influences on the Jews, the Greeks, the Western esoteric traditions and Platonism.

14.
The Madressa and Navar training 

15. Religious Scholarship- Anquetil Du Perron and the Parsis- First translator of the Avesta- we have pictures of his house in Surat and his books with illustrations, Dr. Dastur Dhalla, Sanjana, Kanga, Taraporewalla, Sir Jivanji Modi.

16.
 The Shahnameh – National Museum New Delhi Folio No. 619, ACC No. 61.390

(4) HISTORY

(i) THE SANJAN SAGA
1. Parzor will request Dr. Homi Dhalla for the WZCC Exhibition – We have worked with them at the NCPA. They can provide original matter from their excavations. 
2. ASI- Diu model etc. from Dr. Pandey of the ASI etc.

3. Weapons and implements- Spears and swords from Fire Temple Collections.

(ii) ARCHITECTURE OF A COMMUNITY – This needs to be examined by an exhibition designer to make it interesting for youth, not just photographs. The aim is to show a core line of continuity from ancient Persia along with cultural amalgamations across geographic space and time.
1.
 Persian – Persopolis onwards

2.
Susa glazed bricks refer - Forgotten Empire: British Museum catalogue
3.
European Influences
4.
Indian Influences
5.
Amalgamations in sacred and secular architecture and design

6.
Begum Vadi of Bharuch- ‘Must see in Lonely Planet Guide Book’

7.
Tena Dakhmas

8.
Cemeteries across India

9.
Irani Resturants
10. Parsi statues  
11.
 1st Indian woman architect- Perin Mistri and other Parsi architects can be listed.
12.
 Shapoorji Pallonji, Dasturco and other Construction Engineering pioneers will be listed or can put up a small display.

(iii) THE MEHERJIRANA LIBRARY Collection – Parzor has an MOU with this Institution
1. The Akbar Sanad

2. Ms of religious importance

a. Dastur Unwalla collection

b. Dastur Dr. Firoze Kotwal collection etc.

3. Ms of historical importance

a. Tansen’s music

b. Abul Fazl’s letters

c. Kingly correspondence- Akbar, Jehangir, etc

4. Rice grain

5. The family tree

6. etc.

(iv) K.R. CAMA COLLECTION

1. The Mulla Firoz Collection – key ms

2. etc.

(v) THE PETIT LIBRARY COLLECTION

1. Photos or digital models of their stained glass

2. Please add other collection of Ms etc. from Pune and other places.

(5) LIFESTYLES OF THE COMMUNITY
(i) PORTRAIT OF A COMMUNITY - Paintings
1. Chemould Gallery and Kekoo and Khorshed Gandhy’s exhibition. We will need to request Shireen for help along with Pheroza Godrej.
2. Portraits from agiaries 

3. Portraits from homes

4. Portraits from MRL, K.R. Cama, Schools, Parsi Institutions across India.
5. Raja Ravi Varma’s portraits of Parsis from Sir Navorji Hall Ahmedabad, etc.
6. Private collectors we have identified who have Deccani and Indian miniature type paintings of the community. 

(ii) PAINTINGS FROM A COMMUNITY
1. BPP Alpaiwalla Museum- Khareghat Colony

2. Lalkaka


3. Bhabha’s paintings from TIFR, with the help of Prof. MGK Menon.

4. Sabavala

5. Pithawala

6. Guiv Patel

7. Please add other Parsi artists whom we can display.
This can be done as a Parsi Home exhibit, with various artifacts displayed from the sections detailed below.

(iii) JEWELRY OF A COMMUNITY
All the links in these sections are to show how ultimately there is an almost unbroken continuity of symbol from ancient Iran till India today in material culture.
1. Achaemenian jewelry to show the links in design across the ages refer Forgotten Empire: British Museum catalogue-to be requested from the British Museum, Tehran Museum, Louvre 
2. Amber

3. Chinese gold

4. Indian influences

5. The Deccan

6. European influences

7. Pearls

8. A consolidation of styles

9. Jewel cases in glass

10. etc.
(iv) SILVER OF A COMMUNITY
1. Achaemenian silver to show the links in design across the ages refer Forgotten Empire: British Museum catalogue
2. The sacred metal – Oxus treasure votive plaques. Implements of Temples and Homes eg: the Ses
3. Children’s toys- refer Forgotten Empire: British Museum catalogue – Oxus treasure 
4. Use of silver in daily life

5. Chinese silver 

6. European silver 

7. Silver coins- Achaemenian coins to end of Zoroastrian Empire from British Museum collection, Tehran Museum etc. The Ente coin of Surat, The Pestanshahi sikka Hyderabad, British Empire coin collections of Parsis, Dadabhai Naoroji coin etc. 
(v) FURNITURE OF A COMMUNITY
1. Persian

2. Indian 

3. Chinese

4. European

5. Southeast Asian

6. Japan

7. Africa

8. Amalgamations
9. The Pettigara Petis and other wood carving of the Pettigaras
10. Jars and vessels of copper, bronze, silvered, storage jars for grain in terracotta, Chinese jars in porcelain 

11. etc.- if anyone has Pettigara family or other connections, please inform.

12.               Ivory, Jade, Pewter, Lalique, Stoneware.
(vi) GLASS OF A COMMUNITY

1. Glass paintings

2. Stained glass

3. Glass chandeliers and candelabra

4. Persian

5. Indian 

6. Chinese

7. European

8. Southeast Asian

9. Japan

10. Gujarat

11. Istanbul

12. Amalgamations

13. Toran Making

14. etc.

(6) THE PERFORMING ARTS
(i) MUSIC

1. Monajat, Garbas, Khayals Chanting- pedal harmonium 

2. Baroda School of Music and the Parsis

3. Vima Dalal- Bharuch gharana

4. Bombay Symphony – past and present- Mehli Cassinath, 

5. The Women’s’ orchestra

6. Paranjoti choir

7. Calcutta and Delhi –Hosie Palamkot

8. The Dilruba, Tabla other instruments, Old musical boxes, records and horn players

9. Pandit Keki Jijina, Aban Mistry, Zarine Daruwala, Katrak, Peenaz Masani

10. Freddie Mercury, Zubin Mehta

11. Worlds longest Piano Concerto- KS Sorabji
12. Asha Coorlawala, Astaad Deboo
(ii) PARSI THEATRE 

1. Adi Marzban

2. Calcutta plays and props – Amateur actors society- collection of 100 years donated to Parzor archives.

3. Yazdi Karanjia props and plays- Surat

4. Khambatta diary- props etc

Homai Vyarawalla photos of father in Burma Parsi Theatre
From this part comes the pioneering contribution of the Parsis to Indian life. When we had the earlier exhibitions in Bombay, I was told that an exhibition by Parzor was incomplete without people like the Tatas etc. exhibited. In Calcutta, I was asked to make a section on Persepolis and the Origins of the Faith. Hence the following:
(7) BUILDERS OF MODERN INDIA

(i) PARSIS IN THE SERVICES
1. Banking – CBI, SBI etc. get original portraits, models of old locker keys, ledgers, etc. – Sir Sorabji Pochkhanawala, AD Shroff, Cooverji Bhabha etc.

2. Parsis in the Armed Forces – First Field Marshal, 1st Indian Director Gen. of Armed Forces Medical Services, 1st DFC- Air Marshal Aspi Engineer, most decorated officer – Minoo Engineer, First Indian to win DSO in World War –I, Captain PB Bharucha at Mesopotamia, 2nd Indian Capt. HJM Cursetjee

a. Army – The Manekshaw Museum Shillong,  

b. Navy

c. Air force- Uniforms, batons, medals, citations, guns etc.

3. Railways – Railway museum, BBCI Railways, implements, lanterns, letters etc.

4. Founder of BSF, Founders of RAW, 

5. IAS and allied services

(ii)    PARSIS IN SCIENCE

1. Tata Institute – IISC Bangalore

2. TIFR 

3. TEHRI Institute

4. Wadia Geological Institute of India

5. Serum Institute, Avesthagen, others in this category

6. Dr. Homi Bhabha- Father of India’s Atomic Programme, NA Moos – Founder Colaba Alibag Observatory, HN Sethna- Atomic Energy

7. Horticulture and Agriculture- Banaji Limji, JN Tata and Silk cultivation in India, 1st Chikoo plantations, Rose farming pioneers, The PUSA Institute Delhi and Dr. Asana, Pocha’s Seeds.
8. Dairy farming- pioneers- the Polsons and Kothawala of Anand – Foundation of Amul, Parsi Dairy farm 
(iii) PARSIS IN HEALTH CARE

1. Jamshetji Jeejeebhoy – 1st Civil Hospital Mumbai, Sir Cowasji Jehangir, 1st Civil Hospital Surat, Sir Nowroji Vakil, Ahmedabad Civil Hospital

2. Tata Memorial and CRI

3. JJ Hospital

4. Parsi General – All important Bombay Hospitals including veterinary- Lady Sakarbai Petit Animal Hospital

5. Dr. Shroff’s Charity Eye Hospital, Delhi

6. Lying in hospitals etc. across Gujarat

7. Doctors as Pioneers in Indian Medicine- First Indian MD- Dr. Bahadurjee, Dr. Rustom Vakil, ‘The Father of Indian Cardiology’, Lt. Col. Sir Duggan, pioneer in Ophthalmology Dr. Noshir Antia and primary health care, Dr. Noshir Wadia and Neurology, Dr. Banoo Koyaji and family planning etc.

(iv) PARSIS IN LAW

1. Dinshaw Mulla ‘Mullas Classics’- The Code of Civil Procedure, Principles of Hindu Law, Principles of Muslim law

2. J. Kanga, NP Engineer, HN Seervai, Nani Palkhiwala, Fali Nariman, Soli Sorabjee, Mithan Lam (First Indian Woman Barrister- Hindu Code Bill)

3. Parsi law firms

4. To get originals of drafts and legislations, books etc.

(v) PARSIS IN POLITICS

1. Parsis at the Mughal Court

2. Parsis at Princely courts in Western India, The Deccan – Vicaji Pestonji, D.S. Italia-, Diwans of Baroda, Jamnagar etc.

3. Bengalee, Malabari Dadabhai Naoroji, Sir Pherozeshah Mehta, Sir Dinshaw Wacha, Sir Dinshaw Petit, Sir Jamshetjee Jeejeebhoy, Sir Cowasji Jehangir, Ardeshir Wadia and the makers of modern India and Pakistan- the moderates. Letters objects etc.

4. Bhikaiji Cama- The rebels- get flag unfurled at Sttugart from Pune Bhandarkar Institute. B.P. Wadia- Trade Union Movement Letters etc. 

5. The Indian National Congress- K.F. Nariman, RJ Ghorkhodu- South Africa, BF Bharucha 1921 Secretary Congress Founder of Parsi Rajkiya Sabha.

6. Perin Captain – Rashtriya Stree Sabha, Captain sisters, Khurshed Naoroji and women of the freedom struggle, ---Mithoo Petit, Hirabai Tata, Hilla Furdoonji.

7. Parsi Administrators and shapers of modern India- Dr. Gilder, Coovarji Bhabha, Feroze Gandhi, Minoo Masani, Sir Homi Modi, Piloo Modi, Homi Talyarkhan, K. T. Satarawalla

8. Parsis in Politics in the Diaspora- Frenny Ginwalla Speaker, South African Parliament, Zerbanoo Gifford etc.

(vi) PARSIS IN EDUCATION

1. Pioneering activism- Sir Rustom Masani, Dr. Balsara, Lady Hirabai Jehangir, Dinbai Patuck, Mary  Clubwalla Jadhav- Guild of Service and Bapnu Ghar.

2. Institutions across India – IIM (Sir Dorabji Tata Trust etc.) TISS.

3. Innovations across India

4. Special needs and special education- Happy Home Blind School, Home for Children in Special Care etc.

5. Individuals (Montessori, Hyderabad School for the deaf Calcutta Dr. Dastur LSR Delhi etc.)

6. The Ratan Tata Institutes

7. Oriental studies – KR Cama, Karl Khandalwala and Indian Art. 

(vii) PARSIS IN TRADE

1. China Trade- 1756 onwards – China, Burma, Japan, Hong Kong- Hirji Jivanji, Babu Rustomji of Calcutta, the Jeejeebhoy Empire- Japan to Englnd, the Readymoney family and the East India company.

2. Africa and Eden- the Petits, cotton trade with America- The American Civil War period.

3. Kavasji Davar and the Bombay Spinning and Weaving company-1854- pioneers in the cotton industry, Oriental Mills-1858, Nagpur and the Deccan.

4. Parsi distilleries – Rangpo Sikkim and the Contractors. 

5. Pioneers in tourism and foods- Spencers, Dr. Writers, The Taj Group, Colah Pickles and vinegars, Oliaji hotels of Gujarat, Dukes to Rasna, Dutch influences and the first Parsi bakeries, Dotivala of Surat, Kayani and Dorabjee Pune. 

(viii) PARSIS IN SPORTS

1. The first Indian Cricket Club- 1848

2. World Squash Champion – JM Marker- 1903-11

3. Polly Umrigar, Nari Contractor, Farrokh Engineer, Diana Edulji

4. Car racing and adventure sports

(ix) THE PRESS

1. 1st Indian to be elected to British Institute of Journalists- Kabraji

2. Stree Bodh, Stree Mitra and Womens’ Education

3. Parsi Punch

4. The Bombay Samachar- 1822, Oldest daily of Asia, 4th oldest newspaper in the world.

5. The Statesman- CR Irani, Magsasay Awardee

6. Vernacular Press- Jame Jamshed, Kaiser-i-Hind
7. Ratan Marshall-  Surat

8. Current –Blitz, Opinion and Rusi Karanjia, AD Gorwalla- DF Karaka

Parsiana – pioneer in ethnic journalism.
(x) THE PARSIS IN LITERATURE

1. Gujarati Literature- Pirojsha Marzban, Sir Rustom Masani

2. The English Novel in India – Perin Bharucha, Nergish Dalal etc. 
3. The second generation- multicultural literature- Dina Mehta, Farukh Dhondy, Rohinton Mistry, Kanga etc. Also critics – Homi Bhabha.
4. Parsi poets- Khabardar to Daruwalla

5. Book exhibition with original hand written Ms from current writers.

(xi) PARSIS IN FILMS
1. Sorab Modi, JB Wadia, Jehagir Bhownagary, Freni Variava, the Bilimoria Brothers.
2. The Madons

3. Osian collection of film posters

4. Saraswati Devi – A Parsi, India’s 1st woman music Director i.e. Khurshid Minocher Homji and other Parsi individuals.

(xii) INDUSTRY

1.  Clock making

2.
Ginning and weaving- Nagpur

3.  Mining

4.  Salt pans

(xiii) THE TATAS

1. JN Tata ‘India’s one man Planning Commission’

2. Jamshedpur

3. Air India
4. Tata Charities and the Building of the Social, Educational and creative infrastructure of India- the Sir Dorabji Tata Trust etc.
(xiv) THE WADIAS AND SHIPPING

1. Wadia ship the Minden on which the American National Anthem The Stars and Stripes was written. The Foudroyant now the Trincomalee – the World’s oldest ship afloat.
2. Wadia Charities.
(xv) THE GODREJ FAMILY

1. Pioneers in Safes and locks

2. Experimentations with oils and chemicals

3. Indian Wildlife and Nature Conservation

 (xvi) THE STAMPS ON A COMMUNITY

1. Stamps on Parsis – first day covers etc.

2. Stamp collections of Parsis 

3. Any stamps on Zoroastrians from other parts of the world- Aden, Hong Kong etc.

This will be the most colourful and detailed part of the exhibition. We have many years of research on it. 

(8) TEXTILES – THE THREADS OF CONTINUITY

1. Private collections of Parsi Textiles from individuals across India.
2. Tanchoi weaving and the Jokhis

3. Parzor collection+ exhibits from across India

4. Kusti weaving

5. Sudreh Making

6. The Pheta and pagdi

7. Priestly garments

8. Exhibits either in original or in photographs from Iran, Hong Kong, Pakistan, The Deccan showing other influence.

9. Nelly Sethna and weaving (?)
10. Parsi Women of today and their embroidery.
(9) PROGRAMMES


(i) FILM SHOWS-these are films we have ready with us. 
1. Yasna & Jashan –Asha the Law of Harmony
2. Tanka

3. Sam

4. Kaevan Umrigar

5. Aapru Navsari- interactive CD
6. Tata Film

7. Godrej Film (?)
(ii) SHOWS

1. Astaad Deboo and dance
2. Dadi Pudumjee and Puppetry
3. Shiamax Davar and Dance
4. Peenaz Masani and Indian Ghazals
5. The Two Cyruses – as comedy routines.
6.       A sound and light show on the Parsi Zoroastrians
7.       Katrak and Classical Indian Music

(iii) BOOK EXHIBITION & BUILDING THROUGH LAUGHTER
1. Scripts

2 Books from the past – from Asiatic, KR Cama, etc.

3. Books from authors today

     4.Using classic texts by Parsis, laughing at themselves – Mamai ni Musafari, etc
5.Using pictures etc.-Parsi Punch
6. Satire- showing the difference between laughing caricature and the absurdity of what Bollywood is portraying.  
(iv) SEMINARS- these can be held as part of the programme at other places in Bombay.
1. Historical

2. Sociological

3. The arts and crafts.
4. A blueprint for the future of the community.
