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Good Morning!  
Welcome all to  

Our Fifth All Florida Z Religion Seminar 
Mah Tir (Amardad K), Roj Ashishvangh  1381 YZ (S) 

Mah Adar, Roj Astad 1381 YZ (F) 
Sunday December 11th 2011 11 AM 
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atSrawh atxuh atamuh  
Avesta Script 

Read Right To Left 

Hvarshta              Hukhta            Humata 

   Good                   Good               Good      

   Deeds                 Words           Thoughts 

Let us welcome all FL participants by conference call from Orlando, 
Miami ZAF and all over NA! 

 

This is history making for all of us in FL to conduct a class like this 
with the help of telephone conference call for all NA Humdins and 
hope we continue this type of Z Religious classes in the future for 

the betterment of all! 
 

Thank you all for your Participation, patience and time! 
 

Let us start with the class! 

Roj 25 Ashishvangh  hvawSICa  , Maah 4 ï Tir rIt  , Y.Z. 1381 
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Zoroastrian Places of Worship (ZPOW) 

Agenda: 
1. Three Grades of ZPOW 

2. Atash Behrams, Adarians, Agiyaris 

3. Their Construction, Consecration 

4. Marzban Giaraôs Excellent book ï World ZPOWs 

5. Website with maps and basic details ï World ZPOWs 

6. ZPOW in India, Iran, Pakistan, UK, Australia 

7. ZPOW in NA 

8. Proper etiquette for presenting yourself in a ZPOW 

9. Evolution of our ZPOWs in Iran and elsewhere 

10.Hum Bandagi in English 

11.Cyber Hama Zor Greeting 

Pak Iranshah 
Atash Behram 

JD Colaba 
Atash Adarian 

San 
Jose 

Atash  
Dadgah 
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Sir Dr. Ervad Jivanji 
Jamshedji Modi -  
Religious Ceremonies 
and Customs of the 
Parsees  
(Bombay, 1922) 
 

Laboriously presented 
by Joseph Peterson in 
his website: 
http://www.avesta.or
g/ritual/rcc.htm  

Zoroastrian Places of Worship (ZPOW) 

Resources used for this Tele Class 

Unwala ς Pav 
Mahel (Gujarati) 
Ceremonies (for 
Udwada Mobeds) 

Pavri ς Pav 
Mahel (Gujarati) 
Ceremonies (for 
Navsari Mobeds) 

Marzban Giara ς 
Global Directory of 
Zoroastrian Fire 
Temples 

WELCOME TO Homi & Diane Limbuwala's Domain 
Location of all sites that are important to Parsi/ Zoroastrian like, 
Agiyaris, Sanatorium, Halls, Statues, Places of interest, favorite 
Irani Restaurants, etc. on Google Maps and Google Earth 
Software.  
http://www.homilimbu.com/Parsi -Atashbehram.htm 
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Zoroastrian Places of Worship (ZPOW) 

Agenda: 
1. Three Grades of ZPOW 

Pak Iranshah 
Atash Behram 

JD Colaba 
Atash Adarian 

San 
Jose 

Atash  
Dadgah 

Three Grades of the Sacred Fires: 
There are three grades of the Sacred Fireð  

(A) The Sacred Fire of the Atash Behram,  

(B) The Sacred Fire of the Atash Adarian and  

(C) The Sacred Fire of the Atash Dadgah.  

ü Different names of Atash Dadgah ï Agiyari, Dar-e-Meher, Atashkadeh, Darbe Mehr, Dadgah 

All mean the same thing.  NAMC suggests Atashkadeh 
 

These three have their different rituals of consecration and also different rituals for the daily prayers at 

the five times (gahs) of the day, when they are fed with fresh fuel.  
 

At first, let us discuss the process of consecrating these three grades of the sacred fire.  
 

We will only cover overall basic steps without too much details. 
 

Please note that even in India, new ZPOWs are seldom built and consecrated any more. 

In fact, slowly but steadily, many ZPOWs in India are closed or shifted. 
5 



What is Consecration?: (JJ Modi) 
Webster defines Consecration as: "the act or ceremony of separating 

from a common to a sacred use, or of devoting and dedicating a person 

or thing to the service and worship of God" by certain rites or 

solemnities.  

Consecration does not make a person or thing sacred but declares him 

or it to be sacred, that is devoted to God or to divine service; as the 

consecration of priests among the Israelites; the consecration of the 

vessels used in the temple; the consecration of a bishop. 
 

The Parsees have no consecration of persons, in the sense in which the 

word is used among the Christians, e.g., the consecration of a bishop.  
 

If, by consecration is meant the conferring of a certain qualification upon 

a person to enable him or to entitle him to do a certain religious function 

or rite, they have such a consecration.  

But the principal idea is, that the person seeks consecration by his own 

willing acts rather than any other person conferring the consecration.  
 

So, in the case of a person, the more proper word, from a 

Parsee point of view, is "initiation" than "consecration."  
6 



Consecration Steps: 
16 fires for Atash Behrams, 4 for Adarians and common hearth fire for Dadgah 
 

1. Collection of different fires from different prescribed 

places 

2. Collection & Purification in prescribed number of times 

for each fire in Vendidad  (8.73 ï 96) and Rivayats 
 Small pits prepared in the ground or Afarganyus used for the  

             purification process 

3. Consecration of fires in prescribed number of times 
 At each stage, separating a portion of the purified Fire &  

             performing a Yazashne & Vendidad on it 

4. Uniting of all Fires into one 

5. Consecration of the United Sacred Fire 

6. Consecration of the Fire Temple itself 

7. Final Enthronement of the United Sacred Fire 
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No.  The Kind of Fire. Yz. & Vds. Yazata. 

1 Burning corpse 91 Ahura Mazda 

2 Dyer 80 Vohuman 

3 Ruling authority 70 Ardwahisht 

4 Potter 61 Shahrewar 

5 Brick-maker 75 Spandarmad 

6 Ascetic 50 Hordad 

7 Goldsmith 60 Amurdad 

8 Mint  55 Day-pa-Adar 

9 Ironsmith 61 Adar 

10 Armourer 61 Aban 

11 Baker 61 Khwarshed 

12 Brewer 61 Mohor [Mah] 

13 Soldier 35 Tir/Tishtar 

14 Shepherd 33 Gosh [Goshorun] (Drvasp) 

15 Atmospheric Electricity 90 Day-pa-Mihr 

16 

Dastur Mobad, or a layman 
and of friction by flint and 

pieces of wood 184 Mihr 

  

Total Yazashnes & Vendidads 1128 

Atash Behram Consecration - 1. Collection: JJ Modi 

Names of the Yazatas in 

whose honour the three 

recitals of the Yasna 

and Vendidad are said 

for the first three days. 

Burning Corpse: 3 for 

Ahura Mazda + 3 recitals in 

honor of the first 28 

Yazatas from Ohrmazd to 

Zamyad and 2 in honor of 

Mahraspand and Anagran. 

Thus 3 + (28 X 3=) 84 + (2 X 

2=) 4= 91. 
91 times Collection & 
Purification by igniting next 
fire from the previous one. 
91 times separating a portion 
of the Purified fire from above 
step and performing a 
Yazashne and Vendidad on it 
for Consecration Process. 
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Atash Behram Consecration Steps: 
16 fires for Atash Behrams, 4 for Adarians and common hearth fire for Dadgah 
 

2. Purification in prescribed number of times for each fire in 

Vendidad  (8.73 ï 96) and Rivayats 
 Initially, small pits prepared in the ground; later on, Afarganyus  

             used for the purification process 

Pits 1 to 91 for the 1st Fire from the 
Burning Corpse. 
Use a Perforated Ladle with powder 
sandalwood about 12 to 15 inches from 
the fire and ignite from 1st Pit and transfer 
to the second and so on for 91 pits. The 
ladle should not touch the fire. The heat 
of the fire from the burning corpse easily 
ignites the fuel on the perforated ladle. 

Later on, it being not practicable in towns 
to have a large open place, where 91 pits 
of the above kind can be provided, the 
pits were replaced by Afarganyus, and the 
process is repeated in Afarganyus.  
The number of censers need not be 91.  
A few as would allow the process to be 
repeated 91 times can do.  
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Atash Behram Consecration Steps: 
16 fires for Atash Behrams, 4 for Adarians and common hearth fire for Dadgah 
 

3. Consecration of fires in prescribed number of times 
The fire, collected and purified as above, is placed in a censer and taken to 

the place where the religious ceremonies for the consecration are to be 

performed.  

Two priests, who have gone through the Barashnom, take a portion of that 

fire, in a separate censer, and recite over it a Yasna and a Vendidad ceremony 

with the Khshnuman of Dadar Ahura Mazda. The fire, over which these 

recitals with their ritual are made, is kept in a separate censer and constantly 

fed. In the meantime the fire collected and purified as above, and out of which 

only a portion was removed on the first day for consecration, is fed and kept 

burning. On the second day, another portion out of it is taken and the Yasna 

and Vendidad ceremonies are performed over it in honour of Ahura Mazda. 

The fire thus consecrated on the second day is mixed up with the fire 

consecrated on the first day and which, as said above, is kept burning in a 

separate censer. The procedure is repeated as many times as prescribed. 

All 16 fires are thus consecrated. 
10 



No.  The Kind of Fire. Yz. & Vds. Yazata. 

1 Burning corpse 91 Ahura Mazda 

2 Dyer 80 Vohuman 

3 Ruling authority 70 Ardwahisht 

4 Potter 61 Shahrewar 

5 Brick-maker 75 Spandarmad 

6 Ascetic 50 Hordad 

7 Goldsmith 60 Amurdad 

8 Mint  55 Day-pa-Adar 

9 Ironsmith 61 Adar 

10 Armourer 61 Aban 

11 Baker 61 Khwarshed 

12 Brewer 61 Mohor [Mah] 

13 Soldier 35 Tir/Tishtar 

14 Shepherd 33 Gosh [Goshorun] (Drvasp) 

15 Atmospheric Electricity 90 Day-pa-Mihr 

16 

Dastur Mobad, or a layman 
and of friction by flint and 

pieces of wood 184 Mihr 

  

Total Yazashnes & Vendidads 1128 

Atash Behram Consecration - 3. Consecration: 

1,128 consecration 

recitals  

One pair of priests 

can recite only 1 

Vendidad/day.  

So, one pair of 

priests would take 

1,128 days, i.e., about 

37 to 38 months.  

But more than one 

pair is employed in 

the consecration 
ceremonies.  

1,128 consecration 

recitals:  

So, the whole ceremony 

takes about a year or 

even less.  11 



Atash Behram Consecration Steps: 
16 fires for Atash Behrams, 4 for Adarians and common hearth fire for Dadgah 
 

4. Uniting of all 16 Fires into one 

As said above, all the sixteen fires are collected and fed in a 

separate censer.  

So, in all, there are 16 different censers containing the 16 

different fires.  

The final uniting or collection must take place on the first Gatha 

Gahambar Festival day, i.e., on the first of the five intercalary 

days at the end of the year.  

A large censer is prepared for this process. Two Yozdathregar 

priests, i.e., priests with Barashnum and Khub, form a paiwand, 

and, at first, remove, by means of a ladle, the consecrated fire 

prepared from the fire that burnt a corpse, from its censer to this 

large censer. Then, the other fires are carried there and united 

with the first in the consecutive order of their consecration.  
12 



Atash Behram Consecration Steps: 
16 fires for Atash Behrams, 4 for Adarians and common hearth fire for Dadgah 
 

5. Consecration of the United Sacred Fire 
The censer, containing the fire thus united and formed from the 16 

consecrated fires, is then carried to the Yazashna-gah for final consecration.  

At first, for three consecutive days, two priests recite a Yasna and a Vendidad, 

each day, with the Khshnuman of Sraosha. Then, from Ohrmazd, the 1st day 

of the next month to Anagran, the 30th of the month, 30 Yasnas and 30 

Vendidads are recited, each on one day, in honour of the particular Yazata 

presiding on the particular day.  

Then, on the last day fixed for the final consecration and enthronement of the 

Sacred Fire, another Yasna in honour of Sraosha is recited.  

This completes the ceremony of consecrating the Sacred Fire of Atash 

Behram, the Fire of the first degree. What remains to be done is to place it, or, 

as the Parsee phraseology goes, to enthrone it, on its proper place (dâityô-

gâtu).  
13 



Atash Behram Consecration Steps: 
16 fires for Atash Behrams, 4 for Adarians and common hearth fire for Dadgah 
 

6. Consecration of the Fire Temple itself 
The Consecration of the Fire chamber (the Sanctum Sanctorum). 
The Sacred Fire being consecrated, the chamber in the Fire-Temple 
where it is to be enthroned must also be consecrated.  
That consecration ceremony lasts for three days.  
It must be performed before the final day of consecration and 
enthronement.  
It consists of the performance for three consecutive days of the Yasna 
and Vendidad ceremonies in honour of Sraosha.  

14 



Atash Behram Consecration Steps: 
16 fires for Atash Behrams, 4 for Adarians and common hearth fire for Dadgah 
 

7. Final Enthronement of the United Sacred Fire 

üOn the day fixed, the final consecration-recital of the 

Yasna being said, the Sacred Fire is removed to the 

consecrated chamber with all dignity and solemnity.  

üA procession is formed, headed by the head-priest and 

other priests who have officiated at the various 

ceremonies of the consecration.  

üSome bear swords and some Gurz or maces in their 

hands.  

üThe path, which leads from the Yazashna-gah where the 

final consecration of the Sacred Fire took place to the 

consecrated chamber where it is to be enthroned, is 

separated from the adjoining place by pavis to keep it 

undefiled.  
15 



Atash Behram Consecration Steps: 
16 fires for Atash Behrams, 4 for Adarians and common hearth fire for Dadgah 
 

7. Final Enthronement of the United Sacred Fire (contd.) 

üThe path itself is divided into several pavis, so that the 

two priests who carry the censer containing the Sacred 

Fire can remain, at each advance, in a separate pavi.  

üThe fire is carried to its chamber, placed on a large censer 

standing on a large slab of stone surrounded by a pavi.  

üThen, it is fed with sandalwood and frankincense, and an 

Atash Niyayesh is recited by the Head Dastur or Priest.  

üThen, in the front hall of the Temple, a Jashan ceremony 

is performed, wherein three Afrinagans are generally 

recited. The first is with the Khshnuman of Sraosha, the 

second with that of Dahman and the third again with that 

of Sraosha. Similarly, the Bajs are recited.  

This finishes the ceremony of enthroning the 

Sacred Atash Behram Fire.  16 



Summary of the Consecration Steps: 
16 fires for Atash Behrams, 4 for Adarians and common hearth fire for Dadgah 
 

1. Collection of different fires from different prescribed 

places 

2. Collection & Purification in prescribed number of times 

for each fire in Vendidad  (8.73 ï 96) and Rivayats 
 Small pits prepared in the ground or Afarganyus used for the  

             purification process 

3. Consecration of fires in prescribed number of times 
 At each stage, separating a portion of the purified Fire &  

             performing a Yazashne & Vendidad on it 

4. Uniting of all 16 Fires into one 

5. Consecration of the United Sacred Fire 

6. Consecration of the Fire Temple itself 

7. Final Enthronement of the United Sacred Fire 

17 
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Current Status of ZPOWs in India: 
1. The last official Atash Behram was consecrated in 

Mumbai, the Anjuman Atash Behram in Dhobi Talao on 

October 17th 1897. Since then, no other Atash Behram has 

been consecrated and in current times, it is well nigh 

impossible to do so. 

2. A number of Adarians have been consecrated in India and 

Pakistan over the last 2-3 centuries but recently no such 

Adarians have been consecrated 

3. Please note that even in India, new ZPOWs are seldom  

    built and consecrated any more. 

4. In fact, slowly but steadily, many ZPOWs in India are  

    closed or shifted and merged with other ZPOW. 
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Atash Adaran Consecration Steps: 

4 fires are required for Adarians  
V From the Houses of a) Athornans (Priests), b) Ratheshtarans (Military), 

c) Vashtrayoshans (Agriculture), and d) Hutokhshans (Tradesmen) 

V Athornan Fire ï from Dastur, Head Priest, Ordinary Priest, Head 

Layman, Donor 

V Ratheshtaran Fire ï Governor, Ruling Authority, Collector, Military 

Officer, Police Officer, Chief Judge 

V Vashtrayoshan ï Parsi/Hindu Cultivator, Gardener 

V Hutokhshan - goldsmiths, silversmiths, ironsmiths, tinsmiths, dyers, 

coppersmiths, distillers, bakers, potters, tillers, brick-makers, etc. 

The consecration procedures are the same as for the Atash 

Behrams with these 4 fires: 

1. Collection of four fires from above four places 

2. Purification using perforated ladles as explained above 

but only 3 times for each fire 

3. Consecration  - 4 pairs of priests perform Yazashne and 

Vendidad for 2 days in front of the fires 
20 



Atash Adaran Consecration Steps: 

4. Final Consecration of the Sacred Fire  
ü On third day, the four fires are united into one by Athornan Fire 

receiving the other three. 

ü All Priests unite themselves by Paiwand, combine four fires and pray 

Atash Namaskar Prayer three times. 

ü Then 2 Priests of Athornan Fire perform Yazashne and Vendidad on it 

and on fourth day another Yazashne. 

5. The Enthronement of the Sacred Fire 
Same as that for Atash Behram explained above 

× The fire is carried to its chamber, placed on a large censer standing on a 

large slab of stone surrounded by a pavi.  

× Then, it is fed with sandalwood and frankincense, and an Atash Niyayesh 

is recited by the Head Priest joined by other Priests also.  

× Then, in the front hall of the Temple, a Jashan ceremony is performed, 

wherein three Afrinagans are generally recited. The first is with the 

Khshnuman of Sraosha, the second with that of Dahman and the third 

again with that of Sraosha. Similarly, the Bajs are recited.  

This finishes the ceremony of enthroning the Sacred Atash 

Adaran Fire.  21 



Atash Dadgah Consecration Steps: 

1. A new building is constructed usually or a used one is 

reused for this Dadgah in some Diaspora cities 

2. The building is completely cleaned and washed 

3. It is then purified by washing with water three times. 

4. The Consecration Ceremony lasts for four days 
ü Yazashne and Vendidad Ceremonies are performed for first 3 days 

ü A Yazashne Ceremony is performed on the Fourth Day morning 

5. Finally, a Jashan and Baj ceremony is performed for the 

inauguration and then the same fire from these 

ceremonies is enthroned in the Sanctum Santorum with 

Atash Nyayesh prayer 

6. The last Dadgah inaugurated in NA with the ceremonies of 

Vendidad Recital only, a Baj, and a Jashan was in May 

2011 in Dallas Texas and I was privileged to be one of the 

Mobeds in all the ceremonies performed 
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Atash Dadgah Consecration Steps: 

The last Dadgah inaugurated in NA with the ceremonies of 

Vendidad Recital only, a Baj, and a Jashan was in May 2011 

in Dallas Texas and I was privileged to be one of the Mobeds 

in all the ceremonies performed 

23 

Vendidad Recital 

Celebration Jashan 

Baj Ceremony Laying of Pavi for Baj Ceremony 

Procession to Sanctum Santorum Enthronement of Atash Dadgah 



Consecration Steps: 
16 fires for Atash Behrams, 4 for Adarians and common hearth fire for Dadgah 
 

1. Collection of different fires from different prescribed 

places 

2. Purification in prescribed number of times for each fire in 

Vendidad  (8.73 ï 96) and Rivayats 
 Small pits prepared in the ground or Afarganyus used for the  

             purification process 

3. Consecration of fires in prescribed number of times 
 At each stage, separating a portion of the purified Fire &  

             performing a Yazashne & Vendidad on it 

4. Uniting of all 16 Fires into one 

5. Consecration of the United Sacred Fire 

6. Consecration of the Fire Temple itself 

7. Final Enthronement of the United Sacred Fire 
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Zoroastrian Places of Worship (ZPOW) 

Agenda: 
1. Three Grades of ZPOW 

2. Atash Behrams, Adarians, Agiyaris 

3. Their Construction, Consecration 

4. Marzban Giaraôs Excellent book ï World ZPOWs 

5. Website with maps and basic details ï World ZPOWs 

6. ZPOW in India, Iran, Pakistan, UK, Australia 

7. ZPOW in NA 

8. Proper etiquette for presenting yourself in a ZPOW 

9. Evolution of our ZPOWs in Iran and elsewhere 

10.Hum Bandagi in English 

11.Cyber Hama Zor Greeting 

Pak Iranshah 
Atash Behram 

JD Colaba 
Atash Adarian 

San 
Jose 

Atash  
Dadgah 
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Zoroastrian Places of Worship (ZPOW) 

Agenda: 4. Marzban Giaraôs Excellent book ï World ZPOWs 

Pak Iranshah 
Atash Behram 

JD Colaba 
Atash Adarian 

San 
Jose 

Atash  
Dadgah 
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Marzban Giara ς Global Directory of Zoroastrian Fire Temples 
2nd Edition: Decemebr 2002   Rs. 2,000. 
 
ά¢ƘŜ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ tǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳŀǘƛŎ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ ǘƻ 
document Zoroastrian Fire Temples with a global perspective. 
It covers 190 places of public worship for Zoroastrians in nine 
countries spread over four continents. It has 190 color plates. 
A vivid historical account of the centers that satisfy the 
ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ƳƛŎǊƻǎŎƻǇƛŎ 
communities ς ǘƘŜ ½ƻǊƻŀǎǘǊƛŀƴǎ ƴǳƳōŜǊƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ мслΣлллΦέ 



Zoroastrian Places of Worship (ZPOW) 

Agenda: 4. Marzban Giaraôs Excellent book ï World ZPOWs 
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Anjuman  Atash 
Behram, Dhobi 
Talao, Mumbai 

Foundation stone 
laid on May 23rd, 

1886 
Consecration 

Ceremonies started 
in May 1896 and 

completed in 
October 1897, a 

Total of 1128 
Yazashnes and 

Vendidads! 
The final 

Enthronement of 
the Holy Sacred 

Atash Behram Fire 
was on October 

17th, 1897! 
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Zoroastrian Places of Worship (ZPOW) 

Agenda: 4. Marzban Giaraôs Excellent book ï World ZPOWs 
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Zoroastrian Places of Worship (ZPOW) 

Agenda: 4. Marzban Giaraôs Excellent book ï World ZPOWs 
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Zoroastrian Places of Worship (ZPOW) 

Agenda: 4. Marzban Giaraôs Excellent book ï World ZPOWs 
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Zoroastrian Places of Worship (ZPOW) 

Agenda: 4. Marzban Giaraôs Excellent book ï World ZPOWs 
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Zoroastrian Places of Worship (ZPOW) 

Agenda: 4. Marzban Giaraôs Excellent book ï World ZPOWs 
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Zoroastrian Places of Worship (ZPOW) 

Agenda: 4. Marzban Giaraôs Excellent book ï World ZPOWs 
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Zoroastrian Places of Worship (ZPOW) 

Agenda: 4. Marzban Giaraôs Excellent book ï World ZPOWs 



Zoroastrian Places of Worship (ZPOW) 

Agenda: 
1. Three Grades of ZPOW 

2. Atash Behrams, Adarians, Agiyaris 

3. Their Construction, Consecration 

4. Marzban Giaraôs Excellent book ï World ZPOWs 

5. Website with maps and basic details ï World ZPOWs 

6. ZPOW in India, Iran, Pakistan, UK, Australia 

7. ZPOW in NA 

8. Proper etiquette for presenting yourself in a ZPOW 

9. Evolution of our ZPOWs in Iran and elsewhere 

10.Hum Bandagi in English 

11.Cyber Hama Zor Greeting 

Pak Iranshah 
Atash Behram 

JD Colaba 
Atash Adarian 

San 
Jose 

Atash  
Dadgah 

35 



Zoroastrian Places of Worship (ZPOW) 
Agenda: 5. Website with maps and basic details ï World ZPOWs 

IƻƳƛ ϧ 5ƛŀƴŜ [ƛƳōǳǿŀƭŀΩǎ ²ŜōǎƛǘŜ ŦƻǊ ½th²Υ  http://www.homilimbu.com/Parsi.htm 
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Zoroastrian Places of Worship (ZPOW) 
Agenda: 5. Website with maps and basic details ï World ZPOWs 

IƻƳƛ ϧ 5ƛŀƴŜ [ƛƳōǳǿŀƭŀΩǎ ²ŜōǎƛǘŜ ŦƻǊ ½th²Υ  http://www.homilimbu.com/Parsi.htm 

37 9 Atash Behrams Worldwide 



Zoroastrian Places of Worship (ZPOW) 
Agenda: 5. Website with maps and basic details ï World ZPOWs 

IƻƳƛ ϧ 5ƛŀƴŜ [ƛƳōǳǿŀƭŀΩǎ ²ŜōǎƛǘŜ ŦƻǊ ½th²Υ  http://www.homilimbu.com/Parsi.htm 

38 Iranshah Atash Behram 



Zoroastrian Places of Worship (ZPOW) 
Agenda: 5. Website with maps and basic details ï World ZPOWs 

IƻƳƛ ϧ 5ƛŀƴŜ [ƛƳōǳǿŀƭŀΩǎ ²ŜōǎƛǘŜ ŦƻǊ ½th²Υ  http://www.homilimbu.com/Parsi.htm 

39 Yazd Atash Behram 



Zoroastrian Places of Worship (ZPOW) 
Agenda: 5. Website with maps and basic details ï World ZPOWs 

IƻƳƛ ϧ 5ƛŀƴŜ [ƛƳōǳǿŀƭŀΩǎ ²ŜōǎƛǘŜ ŦƻǊ ½th²Υ  http://www.homilimbu.com/Parsi.htm 

40 Sharifabad, Iran Atash Behram 



Zoroastrian Places of Worship (ZPOW) 
Agenda: 5. Website with maps and basic details ï World ZPOWs 

IƻƳƛ ϧ 5ƛŀƴŜ [ƛƳōǳǿŀƭŀΩǎ ²ŜōǎƛǘŜ ŦƻǊ ½th²Υ  http://www.homilimbu.com/Parsi.htm 

41 JD Colaba Adarian, Mumbai 



Zoroastrian Places of Worship (ZPOW) 
Agenda: 5. Website with maps and basic details ï World ZPOWs 

IƻƳƛ ϧ 5ƛŀƴŜ [ƛƳōǳǿŀƭŀΩǎ ²ŜōǎƛǘŜ ŦƻǊ ½th²Υ  http://www.homilimbu.com/Parsi.htm 

42 Secundrabad Adarian, India 



Zoroastrian Places of Worship (ZPOW) 

Agenda: 
1. Three Grades of ZPOW 

2. Atash Behrams, Adarians, Agiyaris 

3. Their Construction, Consecration 

4. Marzban Giaraôs Excellent book ï World ZPOWs 

5. Website with maps and basic details ï World ZPOWs 

6. ZPOW in India, Iran, Pakistan, UK, Australia 

7. ZPOW in NA 

8. Proper etiquette for presenting yourself in a ZPOW 

9. Evolution of our ZPOWs in Iran and elsewhere 

10.Hum Bandagi in English 

11.Cyber Hama Zor Greeting 

Pak Iranshah 
Atash Behram 

JD Colaba 
Atash Adarian 

San 
Jose 

Atash  
Dadgah 
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Zoroastrian Places of Worship (ZPOW) 

Agenda: 6. ZPOWs in Iran 

Tehran Bhikha Behram Atash Kadeh 
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Sharifabad Atash Behram 

Yazd Atash Behram 

Tehran Shah Behram Shrine 

Tehran Behram Baug Atash Kadeh 

Shiraz Atash Kadeh 

Isfahan Atash Kadeh 



Zoroastrian Places of Worship (ZPOW) 

Agenda: 6. ZPOWs & Pirs in Iran 

Firuzabad Atash Behram Ardeshir Papakan 
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Pir-e-Sati 

Pir-e-Sabz Chak Chak 

Pir-e-Harisht 

Pir-e-Banoo 

Yazd Private Dadgah 

Yazd Kuch-e-Biog 



Zoroastrian Places of Worship (ZPOW) 

Agenda: 6. ZPOWs in Pakistan, Australia 

Karachi Sagdi Dadgah 
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Karachi Behrana Adarian Karachi Wadia Adarian.JPG_s 

Sydney, Australia Dar-e-Meher 



Zoroastrian Places of Worship (ZPOW) 

Agenda: 6. ZPOW in UK 

47 London Dar-e-Meher 



Zoroastrian Places of Worship (ZPOW) 

Agenda: 
1. Three Grades of ZPOW 

2. Atash Behrams, Adarians, Agiyaris 

3. Their Construction, Consecration 

4. Marzban Giaraôs Excellent book ï World ZPOWs 

5. Website with maps and basic details ï World ZPOWs 

6. ZPOW in India, Iran, Pakistan, UK, Australia 

7. ZPOW in NA 

8. Proper etiquette for presenting yourself in a ZPOW 

9. Evolution of our ZPOWs in Iran and elsewhere 

10.Hum Bandagi in English 

11.Cyber Hama Zor Greeting 

Pak Iranshah 
Atash Behram 

JD Colaba 
Atash Adarian 

San 
Jose 

Atash  
Dadgah 
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Zoroastrian Places of Worship (ZPOW) 

Agenda: 7. ZPOW in NA 

FEZANA ς NA Dar-e-Mehers:  http://www.fezana.org/AssociationsMap/Map.html 49 



Zoroastrian Places of Worship (ZPOW) 

Agenda: 7. ZPOW in NA ï The Recent Ones 

Pak Iranshah 
Atash Behram 

JD Colaba 
Atash Adarian 

San 
Jose 

Atash  
Dadgah 
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ZAC Inauguration Fareshta Ceremony 

Dallas New Dar-e-Meher 

ZAMWII Washington DC 
New Kamran  

Darbe Meher Under 
Construction 



Zoroastrian Places of Worship (ZPOW) 

Agenda: 
1. Three Grades of ZPOW 

2. Atash Behrams, Adarians, Agiyaris 

3. Their Construction, Consecration 

4. Marzban Giaraôs Excellent book ï World ZPOWs 

5. Website with maps and basic details ï World ZPOWs 

6. ZPOW in India, Iran, Pakistan, UK, Australia 

7. ZPOW in NA 

8. Proper etiquette for presenting yourself in a ZPOW 

9. Evolution of our ZPOWs in Iran and elsewhere 

10.Hum Bandagi in English 

11.Cyber Hama Zor Greeting 

Pak Iranshah 
Atash Behram 

JD Colaba 
Atash Adarian 

San 
Jose 

Atash  
Dadgah 
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Zoroastrian Places of Worship (ZPOW) 

Agenda: 8. Proper etiquette for presenting yourself in a ZPOW 

Pak Iranshah 
Atash Behram 

JD Colaba 
Atash Adarian 

San 
Jose 

Atash  
Dadgah 
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Some Common Sense Requisites Before Going to a ZPOW: 

1. Bodily Purity is a must! And so, take a shower and wear some clean 

clothes. You are presenting yourself to Atash Padshah! 

2. White clothes are always preferred. 

3. Take a piece of sandalwood as your offering if you have it at home. 

4. If you do not need your electronics, leave them at home. 

5. Take your favorite Khordeh Avesta if you have one. 

6. Wear comfortable clothes so you can perform Kusti easily. 



Performing Kusti Prayer 

Preparations Before Prayers: 

1. Untuck the shirt (for men and ladies (?)) from the 

pants/skirt so sadra is out with kusti. 

2. Untie the shoe laces so shoes can be removed 

without touching them. 

3. Unfurl your handkerchief and place it on your 

shoulders. 

4. Remove your glasses, if needed. 

5. Go to the water vessel, use a ñkathliò to get some 

water from the vessel, and praying ñKhshnaothre 

Ahurahe Mazdaaoò wash your face and both 

hands and wipe them with your handkerchief. 



Performing Kusti Prayer 

1. Facing the correct direction (East in the morning, 

West in the evening and facing a light in the 

night) continue your prayers with one Ashem 

Vohu and perform your Kusti Prayers starting 

with ñKem na Mazdaò and ending with ñJasa Me 

Awanghe Mazdaò prayer. 

2. If kusti is too long, make a knot in the front so it 

does not slide down on your feet. 

3. Buy a piece of sandalwood if you need, light a 

Deevo if you want, leave all your electronics in a 

safe place, and proceed to the main hall and 

Sanctum Sanctorum for your prayers.  



Parsis doing Kusti Prayers at  

the Ava Ardvisur Baanu, Iran 



Parsis doing Kusti Prayers at  

the Damaavand Mountain, Iran 



Three Mobeds performing Kusti Prayers at  

the Dallas Dar-e-Meher before Vendidad Recital 



Inside the Sanctum Santorum 

1. Proceed to the Sanctum Threshold, wait your turn, bow down near it, 

place your sandalwood in the metal tray provided, lower your head on 

the threshold, lift it up, take a pinch of Holy Ash in your right fingers 

and place it on your forehead, pray your short prayer, and leave so 

that others can do the same. 

2. Continue your prayers if you want inside the Sanctum, and when 

done, visit again the threshold as before and leave the Sanctum. 

3. Many insist on carrying their electronics. If you must, make sure they 

are tuned off. The most irritating thing in such holy and sublime 

Sanctum, is to hear someone cell ringing! We all are here to 

communicate with Dadar Ahura Mazda and there is no place for such 

electronics inside! 

Pak Iranshah 
Atash Behram 

JD Colaba 
Atash Adarian 

San 
Jose 

Atash  
Dadgah 



Zoroastrian Places of Worship (ZPOW) 

Agenda: 
1. Three Grades of ZPOW 

2. Atash Behrams, Adarians, Agiyaris 

3. Their Construction, Consecration 

4. Marzban Giaraôs Excellent book ï World ZPOWs 

5. Website with maps and basic details ï World ZPOWs 

6. ZPOW in India, Iran, Pakistan, UK, Australia 

7. ZPOW in NA 

8. Proper etiquette for presenting yourself in a ZPOW 

9. Evolution of our ZPOWs in Iran and elsewhere 

10. Hum Bandagi in English 

11. Cyber Hama Zor Greeting 

Pak Iranshah 
Atash Behram 

JD Colaba 
Atash Adarian 

San 
Jose 

Atash  
Dadgah 
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Zoroastrian Places of Worship (ZPOW) 

Agenda: 9. Evolution of our ZPOWs in Iran and elsewhere 

60 

Dr. Sir Ervad Jivanji Jamshedji 

Modiôs Travels Outside Mumbai, 

from 12 April 1925 to 5th November 

1925, 208 days, to North Africa, 

Europe, USSR, Iran, Karachi and 

back. 

Written in a Gujarati book in 101 

Letters to the Jam-e-Jamshed 

Newspaper. 

Tremendous insights into things he 

saw and witnessed of our religion, 

society and customs in Iran and 

elsewhere! 

Compared them with Parsi practice. 

Will concentrate on those items only 

from this 502 page tome! 



The Surkhani, Baku Atash Kadeh,  
Asheron Peninsula, Azerbaijan 

Is this a real Parsi Atash Kadeh? 61 



The Surkhani, Baku Atash Kadeh, Asheron Peninsula, Azerbaijan 

Is this a real Parsi Atash Kadeh? 62 



The Surkhani, Baku Atash Kadeh, Asheron Peninsula, Azerbaijan 

The word Absheron consists 
of a few parts. Ab means 
water, shour means salty and 
an is the suffix that makes 
plural in Persian. So, 
Abshouran means "place of 
salty water". 

Is this a real Parsi Atash kadeh? 

Some researchers have 
pointed out ancient origin of 

ά.ŀƪǳέ ŦǊƻƳ Old Persian 
ά.ŀƎŀέ όάDƻŘέύΦ 

¢ƘŜȅ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ά{ǳǊƪƘŀƴƛέΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴ 
ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǊŘ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ά{Ih-E-
LE-YI!b9Iέ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜ 
όάYI!b9Iέύ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊŜ ōŀƭƭǎ όά{Ih-E-[9έύΦ  

!ȊŜǊōŀƛƧŀƴ ƳŜŀƴǎ ά¢ƘŜ [ŀƴŘ ƻŦ 
CƛǊŜέ ƛƴ tŜǊǎƛŀƴΦ 

63 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Persian_language


The Surkhani, Baku Atash Kadeh, Asheron Peninsula, Azerbaijan 

Is this a real Parsi Atash kadeh? 

Natural fires on the shores of 
Caspian Sea in those distant times 
were considered as sacred and 
attracted many believers. A large 
settlement, which arose around 
one of the groups of natural lights, 
gradually grew into a city of Baku. 
M. J. Saint-Martin, French 
orientalist of early XIX century: 
ά¢ƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ƻŦ .ŀƪǳ ƛǎ ǊŜƎŀǊŘŜŘ ōȅ 
Parsis as a holy place due to many 
sources of naphtha with natural 
burning fire and in many places 
ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇƛƴƎ ŀƴ ŜǘŜǊƴŀƭ ŦƛǊŜέΦ  

¢ƘŜȅ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ά{ǳǊƪƘŀƴƛέΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴ 
ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǊŘ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ά{Ih-E-
LE-YI!b9Iέ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜ 
όάYI!b9Iέύ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊŜ ōŀƭƭǎ όά{Ih-E-[9έύΦ  

!ȊŜǊōŀƛƧŀƴ ƳŜŀƴǎ ά¢ƘŜ [ŀƴŘ ƻŦ CƛǊŜέ 
in Persian. 
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There must be an Aatash Kadeh here in ancient times 
Just because I have proven that this building is not a Parsee Aatash Kadeh does not 
mean that in this city, in ancient times, there were no Aatash Kadehs.  
 

There may be more than one Aatash Kadehs in this city.  
 

In our ancient literary works, there are references of the worship of fire emitting 
directly from earth. One fire has been described which burns without any fuel. This 
is the same fire of the natural gas wells which burns night and day without any fuel.  

hǳǊ !ŀǘŀǎƘ ά!ǇŀŀƳ bŀǇǘŀŀǊέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ bŀǇƘǘƘŀ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƭŀŎŜ 
We all pray at the end of each of the five Geh prayers the following prayer 
remembering various fires.  
 

ά¢ƘǿŀŀƳ ŀŀǘŀǊŜƳ !ƘǳǊŀ ƘŜ aŀȊŘŀŀƻ ǇǳǘƘǊŜƳ ΦΦΦ ȅŀȊŀƳŀƛŘŜΦ ΦΦΦ !ǇŀŀƳ bŀǇǘŀŀǊŜƳ 
¸ŀȊŀƳŀƛŘŜΦ bŀƛǊƛƳ {ŀƴƎƘƘŜƳ ȅŀȊŀƳŀƛŘŜΦέ  
Meaning: "We venerate you Aatash, the son of Ahura Mazda. We venerate Apaam 
Naptaar Aatash. We venerate Nairyosangha Aatash."  
 

In this veneration of Aatash, in "Apaam Naptaar" words, the word "Naptaar" 
is the root of the current word Naphtha. This Naphtha flows like 
a liquid and so its Aatash is called "Aap" meaning liquid.  65 



There must be an Aatash Kadeh here! 
 
City of Bagavan, where fires were burning eternally in its 
fire temples is mentioned by Armenian historians as Atshi-
Baguan where Atshi ƛǎ ŀ ŎƻǊǊǳǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ άAteshέ όάŦƛǊŜέύΣ ŀƴŘ 
Ateshi-Baguan ƛǎ άtƭŀŎŜ ƻŦ ǎŀŎǊŜŘ ŦƛǊŜǎέ ŀƴŘ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ 
Bagavan and Ateshi-Baguan as the ancient name of Baku. 
 

Nezami Ganjevi, the famous 12th century Persian Poet, in 
Ƙƛǎ ǇƻŜƳ άEskandar Namehέ ǿǊƻǘŜΥ 
άLƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŦƛǊŜ ōǳƛƭǘ ǊƻǳƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǘƻƴŜ 
Which the fire-worshipper used to call ς άKhudi-sozέ 
For it, were a hundred priests (erbadan) of the fire-temple 
ǿƛǘƘ ŎƻƭƭŀǊ ƻŦ ƎƻƭŘΦέ 

The Real Surkhani, Baku Atash Kadeh, Absheron Peninsula, Azerbaijan 
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There must be an Aatash Kadeh here! 
 

άKhudi-sozέ όά.ǳǊƴƛƴƎ ƛǘǎŜƭŦέύ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōǳǊƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ 
natural oil or gas fires. 
άCƻǊ ƛǘΣ ǿŜǊŜ ŀ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘ ǇǊƛŜǎǘǎ όerbadanύέ ς for so many 
erbads to stand before the sacred fire must be in a very 
large temple. 
 

Such large tiered fire temple with premises able to 
accommodate hundred erbads could be the Baku temple 
ǘƻǿŜǊ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ aŀƛŘŜƴΩǎ ¢ƻǿŜǊΦ  
¢ƘŜ ƭƛƴŜΥ άLƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŦƛǊŜ ōǳƛƭǘ ǊƻǳƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǘƻƴŜέΣ 
means that a fire was burning itself surrounded by stone  
i. e. round stone walls of the tower. 

The Real Surkhani, Baku Atash Kadeh, Absheron Peninsula, Azerbaijan 
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There must be an Aatash Kadeh at this place in ancient times 
bƻǿ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƳƛƴŀǊŜǘ ƘŜǊŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άYƛǎƪŀƭŜέ ƻǊ ¢ƻǳǊ ŘŜ ƭŀ ƧŜǳƴŜ ŦƛƭƭŜ ƛƴ 
CǊŜƴŎƘΣ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ¸ƻǳƴƎ DƛǊƭΩǎ aƛƴŀǊŜǘΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƭŜƎŜƴŘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŘƻǳōǘŜŘ ōȅ 
many, which states that one father wanted to marry his own daughter. The daughter 
ƳŀŘŜ ŀ ŘŜŀƭ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘΥ άLŦ ȅƻǳ ōǳƛƭŘ ŀ ǘŀƭƭ ƳƛƴŀǊŜǘ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ƛǎ 
ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘΣ L ǿƛƭƭ ƳŀǊǊȅ ȅƻǳΦέ ²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴŀǊŜǘΣ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ 
climbed at its top and fell off and committed suicide. Now my guide told me that this 
is not a true story and there was nothing to wonder about it. If the daughter did not 
want to marry her father, there were many ways she could have committed suicide. 
Moreover, this is not a simple minaret. In it there are seven stages or storeys or 
ŜǎŎŀǇŜ ǊƻǳǘŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ .ŀƪǳΩǎ bŀǇƘǘƘŀΦ L ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴŀǊŜǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ 
ǘƻ ƛǘǎ ǘƻǇΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǘŀōƭŜǘ ƛƴ CŀǊǎƛ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴΥ άYƻƻōŀ-a-
aŀǎƻƻŘ ōƛƴ 5ŀŀƻƻŘέΣ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ άIƻǳǎŜ ƻŦ 5ŀŀƻƻŘΩǎ ǎƻƴΣ aŀǎƻƻŘΦέ bƻǿΣ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
local people believe that this is a very ancient building, of Sassanian times or even 
older than that. And it was built as a copy of the ancient Babylonian Minarets. And 
about eight hundred years ago, one emperor, Masood, created this tablet to 
commemorate his name. If he himself had built it, he would have mentioned that in 
a foundation stone together with its Hijri (Muslim) date.  

The Real Surkhani, Baku Atash Kadeh, Absheron Peninsula, Azerbaijan 

The Maiden Tower 
Atash Kadeh 
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