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2010
SYNOPSIS OF THE MULTIFARIOUS 

WELFARE ACTIVITIES IN INDIA OF
THE WZO TRUST FUNDS
&

THE WORLD ZOROASTRIAN ORGANISATION TRUST
The WZO Trust Funds and The World Zoroastrian Organisation Trust are proud to present before their esteemed donors and community members all over the world, a synopsis of the major welfare activities undertaken in India, during the course of the calendar year 2010.

It is a known fact that all our activities are undertaken from funds raised towards various projects executed by us. It is therefore fitting that first and foremost we acknowledge with sincere gratitude the contributions made by various donors from all over the world.

Whilst we extend our sincere appreciation to all our donors big and small for their munificent support and co-operation we must especially acknowledge our immense gratitude to the continuous and extremely generous support received in 2010 for our multifarious activities from:

1. Zoroastrian Charity Funds of Hong Kong, Canton & Macao.
2. Bai Maneckbai P. B. Jeejeebhoy Deed of Settlement Fund, Mumbai.

3. Sir Ratan Tata Trust, Mumbai.

4. Navajbai Ratan Tata Trust, Mumbai. 

5. World Zoroastrian Organisation, London for raising funds from Erach and Roshan Sadri Foundation of UK.
6. FEZANA – Federation of Zoroastrian Associations of North America.

7. Mancherji E. Joshi Memorial Trust, Mumbai.

8. Executors of the Estate of Late Jehangir Burjor Marshall, Mumbai.
They have truly been the main pillars of encouragement, motivation and support towards the multifarious welfare projects that we undertook during the course of the year 2010.

It was possible for us to execute a major part of our welfare programmes only due to the munificence of the above named donors, whose donations have enabled us to provide not only a helping hand to our beneficiaries, but also facilitated many of them to transit from abject poverty to relevant prosperity and return back into the mainstream of society. 

Synopsis of our welfare activities during the course of the calendar year 2010 are as under: 
	Rehabilitation of Zoroastrian Farmers
	The rehabilitation of 15 Zoroastrian farmers in 12 villages was initiated. The inputs provided have been sinking tube wells, providing submersible pump sets, levelling fields, providing pipelines, seeds & fertilisers, establishing brick kiln, prawn farm etc. A total of Rs. 2,277,251 was disbursed during the year under review. 
This project was launched by us in August 1990; we have during the period August 1990 – December 2010 (20 years) undertaken the exercise to rehabilitate 419 families in 176 villages, expending Rs.53,683,651 in the process. 

Principal donor for this activity has been Navajbai Ratan Tata Trust

	Rural Housing
	We had converted 118 huts into cottages till the end of 2009. During the course of the year 2010, we undertook the replacement of 18 huts into cottages bringing the total to 136. The replacement of one hut into a cottage presently costs around Rs.300,000.  

	Self Employment (Micro Credit).
	50 Zoroastrians located at 13 different urban, semi urban & rural centres have been supported towards their self employment endeavours in diverse disciplines such as:
· plying of autorickshaws, 
· establishing a share sub-broking business,

· starting a studio gymnasium,

· setting up a bone-marrow registry,

· establishing a photography studio,

· trading in textile auxiliaries, 

· establishing a dealership in tyres,

· Establishing a provision cum grocery store, etc.
Rs.10,888,000 were disbursed towards these initiatives from the funds recycled from repayments received from earlier beneficiaries. 
Between 1995 to 2010 we have supported 731 Zoroastrians in their pursuit of being self-employed, spread over 98 urban, semi urban, rural locations, disbursing a total of Rs.110,948,543.

	Education
	107 students were supported in their pursuit of education for which Rs. 2,116,750 was disbursed.

	Medical
	294 individuals were supported to the tune of Rs. 9,784,634 towards meeting their medical expenses.
Principal donors for this activity have been Zoroastrian Charity Funds of Hong Kong, Canton & Macao.

	Relief from Poverty
	416 elderly / indigent Zoroastrians were supported through disbursement of payments on a quarterly basis. The total amount disbursed was to the tune of Rs.116,22,000.
Principal donors for this activity have been Zoroastrian Charity Funds of Hong Kong, Canton & Macao.

	Mobed Welfare
	a) An amount of Rs.100,000 was expended to meet the shortfall of the ‘Athornan Mandal / WZO’ full time Mobed support scheme.

b) An amount of Rs.456,000 was expended towards extending financial support to 38 elderly full time  Mobeds 
c) Navar ceremony of an Athravan child hailing from an economically challenged priestly family was paid for.

	Economy Housing at Navsari
	Over the years, some residents of Navsari have been gifting their ancestral houses to us. We demolish the old buildings and raise funds from donors from which we construct apartment buildings that are let out to deserving families on economic monthly license fees.

Earlier on we have constructed seven such building, five of which were funded by Trustees of Bai Maneckbai P. B. Jeejeebhoy Deed of Settlement Fund. 

The construction of our 8th building situated at Aspar Street, Navsari is proceeding as per schedule. Total cost estimated to be Rs.86,00,000/=. The funding of this building too has been funded by Trustees of Bai Maneckbai P. B. Jeejeebhoy Deed of Settlement Fund.

	Senior Citizen Centres at Navsari
	Our Bai Maneckbai P. B. Jeejeebhoy Senior Citizens Centre and Dolat & Hormusji Vandrewala Senior Citizens Centre  that became operational at Navsari in January 1998 and December 2005 respectively, are very popular and much sought after vibrant institutions, where senior citizens live independently in happy surroundings, spending the evening of their lives with their peers, with self-respect and dignity. 

Sir Ratan Tata Trust provided us with very generous support from  March 2000 to March 2009 towards the day to day running of the institution which enabled us to provide quality services to our residents. 
Mr. Dinshaw Dossabhoy Mehta of Pune also donated a generous amount in 2004 towards the upkeep of the institution. Many other individuals have from time to time also extended support. 
In June 2008 we received a very generous corpus donation of Rs.300,00,000 (Rupees three crores) from the Trustees of Navajbai Ratan Tata Trust towards enhancing and sustaining operations of our Senior Citizens.
This munificent support enables us to provide the best possible services to our residents.


	Sanatorium at Sanjan
	The generous Trustees of Bai Maneckbai P. B. Jeejeebhoy Deed of Settlement Fund provided us with funds in 1997 to purchase a sprawling bungalow in dilapidated condition with 4.5 acres of land. Funds for purchase of the  property adjoining the ‘Memorial Column’ at Sanjan were made available with the intent to ensure that the property remained within the community at Sanjan and was put to good use for the community. Thus came into being from September 2001 onwards, our well-laid out Bai Maneckbai P. B. Jeejeebhoy – WZO Sanatorium
Our Bai Maneckbai P. B. Jeejeebhoy Sanatorium at Sanjan is a popular, much sought after community resort having comfortable rooms and serving sumptuous meals at extremely reasonable rates, Rs.325/= per person per day for full board & lodge. It is a haven for those wishing to enjoy holidays in idyllic surroundings and a pollution free environment.

It is possible for us to provide quality services at such modest rates due to the generosity of the Trustees of Bai Maneckbai P. B. Jeejeebhoy Deed of Settlement Fund who make good the deficit that is incurred in the running of this institution.

Ours is probably the first community Sanatorium in India that installed in 2010, a rain water harvesting system to conserve this vital natural resource. 




In addition to the above:

· We have also extended financial assistance to a few indigent Zoroastrians, mainly elderly couples and widows in need of recuperation, to go for holidays. 
· We fund an annual gambhar from the income generated from the investment of a generous corpus amount that was donated to us in 1995 by late Muljibhai Narsi of Mumbai, who held our community in high esteem. Muljibhai was in his mid nineties when he made the donation, a year after which he left for his heavenly abode in 1996. 
· To encourage our youth, especially those in South Gujarat to excel in sports, we organize an annual athletic meet at Navsari. We have also over the years been sponsoring a cricket team of youth from Navsari and encourage them to participate in various tournaments in Gujarat and Mumbai. Whilst the cricket team has already won quite a few trophies, it has been satisfying to view the consistent improvement in the performance of the athletes from South Gujarat.

· Students doing well in their academics are also encouraged by the holding of a function where the toppers are publicly felicitated. Zoroastrian teachers who have been in the profession for 25 years and more are also periodically felicitated in these functions.  
· On every Khordad-Sal day, we sponsor a function at Navsari where Zoroastrian residents display their talents, participate in games and generally have a fun time. 
It would not have been possible for us to undertake such extensive welfare programmes without support from our donors, whom we have already acknowledged and also our band of dedicated staff and volunteers. Before recommending support to our donors for any project we undertake a detailed investigation and evaluation of applications received. Whilst our staff at Mumbai and a couple of volunteers undertake investigation of all appeals received from Mumbai, volunteers at Navsari, Surat, Vadodara, Ahmedabad, Pune, Secunderabad undertake investigations of appeals received from their areas. For applications received from other centres we use our good offices with office bearers of local Anjumans and local prominent Zoroastrians for feedback. We are extremely grateful to our staff and volunteers for their hard work done with commitment and dedication.
We have always followed a policy of being open and transparent in all that we do, with full accountability being provided to all our donors at all times. This policy has endeared our Trusts to donors, who have willingly given generous donations on a regular basis.

Whilst we are proud of what we have done, we recognise the fact that very much more needs to be done. It is for this reason that we seek the continued support of our donors from all over the world to enable us to sustain and enhance our welfare activities. 
Donations for any of our projects are very welcome and may be forwarded to us by way of cheque / draft.  

Donations may please be forwarded to: -
	The World Zoroastrian Organisation Trust,

Shanti, 5th floor,

6, Banaji Street,

Fort,

Mumbai 400 001.
	The WZO Trust Funds,

Shanti, 5th floor,

6, Banaji Street,

Fort,

Mumbai 400 001.




· Donors in India are eligible for exemption under section 80G of Income Tax Act 1961.
· Both the Trusts are authorised to receive funds from overseas under the Foreign Contribution Regulation Act 1976. 
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Dinshaw K Tamboly;

Chairman.
WZO – Manufacturing Confidence, Changing Lives,
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