Global Working Group of Parsi/Irani Zoroastrians Meets in Mumbai, Hamazori Rekindled
The Coming Together Round Table (CTR), a legacy of the 8th World Zoroastrian Congress (WZC) at London, now renamed the Global Working Group, met in Mumbai on January 8 and 9, with elected community representatives from Federation of Zoroastrian Associations of North America (FEZANA), Zoroastrian Trust Funds of Europe (ZTFE), Bombay Parsi Punchayet (BPP) / Federation of Parsee Zoroastrian anjumans of India (FPZAI) and representatives of United Arab Emirates (UAE), World Zoroastrian Chamber of Commerce (WZCC) and others, including special invitees. The meeting was a follow-up emanating from the 9th WZC held in Dubai in December 2009.
The highlight was the understanding and cooperation that the leaders of the community’s apex organizations, from different parts of the world, extended to one another. A free and frank exchange of views was held between the global participants. A host of constructive issues were prioritized and many of these have been listed for further action.

It was unanimously agreed that the Parsi/Irani Zarathushti identity should be strengthened globally, by upholding our culture, traditions and religious beliefs. A power point presentation made on the issue of Parsi identity in North America, was thought-provoking and gave a new insight into the issue.

Population and demography were discussed at great length and it was decided there should be greater interaction between our youth across the world, in order to promote a coming together within the community. 
A Global Exchange Programme for teenagers, young adults and young professionals is to be held annually, so that the Parsi/Irani identity is further strengthened. Additional incentives for the second and third child were proposed. 

It was also suggested that an integrated community data base be established via a universal Parsi/Irani Zarathushti portal. The participating bodies agreed to share the cost towards this important project.

The Global Working Group stressed on the need to ignite passion in our youth with motivational workshops, specifically for young Parsi boys in India. An added impetus is to be offered in the area of education, with assistance toward admission into prominent Parsi schools, colleges and institutions. 
The issue of priests was discussed in considerable detail and it was decided to supplement their income in order to encourage young boys to join the priestly schools, with the BPP and other well wishers making a commitment of additional resources including housing, medical aid, children’s education, pension and, above all, creating religious scholars for the next generation.
The BPP has offered to bring together community talent in the field of Western classical music and is planning to host a public concert in Mumbai on an annual basis. The first concert has been scheduled for November 26, 2011.

Issues and themes for the forthcoming 10th WZC, to be held in Mumbai in December 2013, were called for from FEZANA, ZTFE and others. 
It was decided that the Global Working Group should network electronically and meet regularly, with the next conclave to be held in London in the first week of September this year.
The meeting of the Global Working Group was hosted at the Della Tecnica offices in South Mumbai and delegates appreciated the spirit of oneness and frank dialogue which ensued. The discussions were honest and insightful, respecting each other’s positions, and the meeting set a new benchmark for an enlightened leadership emerging within the community that takes cognizance of challenges, but is determined to move ahead with unity

