NAIN Connect 2010
Many Faiths – One Family

Building a World of Harmony

Saturday, July 24, 2010

Sat. Evening
NAIN Board Meeting – currently scheduled for 6:30 pm. at the Plaza Hotel. (The time and location may change.)
Sunday, July 25, 2010
8:45 – 10:15 
Attend live weekly national broadcast of the world-famous Mormon Tabernacle Choir at the spectacular 21,000-seat Conference Center.

10:15 – 10:45
Stroll through the gardens of Temple Square and visit with friends

10:30 – 6:00
NAIN Board Meeting at the Plaza Hotel.
11:00 – 12:30 
Attend services at, or visit, beautiful area cathedrals, churches, synagogues, mosques, temples, etc.

2:00 – 5:00 
Sneak preview of “The Asian and Abrahamic Religions: A Divine Encounter in America”, a new documentary that will be released on national public television this fall. Screening will be at the architecturally unique and award-winning Salt Lake Public Library. This session co-sponsored by the Tanner Humanities Center at the University of Utah.

[The primary aim of the film is to demystify the Asian religions and correct misconceptions and unfair stereotypes. The core message is that pluralism is critical to human survival. The documentary is also meant to help audiences find greater understanding of these religions as ways to refine and deepen their faith in their own religions. Prior works by this producer are the critically acclaimed public television documentaries Three Faiths, One God, and Jews and Christians – A Journey of Faith.

The producer will be present for discussion after this hour and fifty minute film and will provide information about how it can be used by interfaith organizations for local fund-raising events.]

6:30 – 8:30   
Opening Session, Light Dinner and Social: An opportunity to Connect and Reconnect.. [Tentatively scheduled at the newly remodeled Salt Lake Buddhist Temple.]  Welcome by Alan Bachman, Chair of the Salt Lake Interfaith Roundtable, Rev. Jerry Hirano, of the Salt Lake Buddhist Temple, and Bettina Gray, Chair of NAIN. Guest speaker. Music will be by the One Voice Children’s Choir.                             .

Monday, July 26, 2010
8:00 – 8:45
Continental breakfast at St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral and Center, site of Monday’s meetings. Early morning meditation in the courtyard labyrinth. 

9:00 – 10:30 
Welcome - Morning devotions – Keynote Address.

Keynote: Faith-based Diplomacy: Bridging the Religious Divide.   Doug Johnston – Director of the International Center for Religion and Diplomacy and author of several books including “Religion: The Missing Dimension of Statecraft”, “Faith-Based Diplomacy: Trumping Realpolitik”, and “Madrasa Enhancement and Global Security: A Model for Faith-based Engagement”.This speaker is sponsored by the Religious Studies Program at Utah Valley University and introduction of the speaker will be by Brian Birch, the director of that program.
[Religion, The Missing Dimension of Statecraft has become required reading at the U.S. Foreign Service Institute and has been incorporated as a course text in numerous colleges, universities and seminaries around the world. In its sequel Faith-based Diplomacy scholars from five major world religions suggest how the peacemaking tenets of their respective faiths can be strategically applied to ongoing conflicts in which their particular religions are currently involved. The commonalities and differences in relation to peacemaking and conflict resolution are examined with and eye toward future applications.] 
10:30 – 10:45
Break

10:45 – 12:00
Digging Deep: Personal and religious motivations for interfaith work, and how they can help us hone outreach strategy. How do our varied motivations impact our interfaith work? How might better understanding of different motivations help us broaden and deepen our interfaith connections?  How can we hone outreach to others through better understanding of motivations?  This conversation, lead by Grove Harris, will be started off by five people from different religious traditions, and then opened up for all to join in. Our intention is to move into practical ways to broaden the participation in interfaith work. Panel members include:
· Rabbi David A. Kunin, President, Edmonton Interfaith Centre, Rabbi of Beth Shalom Synagogue.
· Tarunjit Singh Butalia, Executive Committee and Chair of the Interfaith Committee, World Sikh Council – America Region; Moderator of Religions for Peace; Vice-Chair NAIN; Exec.Comm. of the Council for a Parliament of the World’s Religions. 
· (Three others invited but not confirmed.)
12:00 – 1:30
Lunch on own. (An opportunity to Connect.) 

1:30 – 2:30
Golden Rule Projects. Almost every religion and culture has a version of the Rule of Reciprocity, known by many as “The Golden Rule”. A few stellar Golden Rule projects join together for this inspirational and idea-rich presentation that can benefit local interfaith organizations. Presenters include:

· Bonnie Phillips, The Golden Rule Project, Salt Lake City

· Dr. Paul Eppinger, Exec. Dir., Arizona Interfaith Movement

· Barb Dornan, Designated Sacred Space, Saskatchenwan, Canada.

· Paul McKenna, Interfaith Office, Scarboro Missions, Scarborough ON, Canada 

2:30 – 4:00
Mini presentations: Spreading the Vision – Increasing Involvement. In five-minute mini-presentations, several NAIN members from throughout the U.S. and Canada will share ideas that work. After the presentations the audience will have an opportunity for choosing a breakout session to learn more from these presenters.  Presentations include:

· Interfaith Week/Musical Tribute, Noor ul Hasan and Alan Bachman, Salt  Lake Interfaith Roundtable

· Celebration of our Faiths project, Don Mayne, Edmonton Interfaith Centre

· Discovering Many Faiths – Richmond’s Hidden Treasures, Midge Falconer and Sharon Clayton, The Interfaith  Council of Greater Richmond.

· Interfaith Art, Rev. Tim Miner, American Interfaith Artists Group.

· World Sabbath of Reconciliation, Gail Katz, Women’s Interfaith Solutions for Dialogue and Outreach in MetroDetroit.
· Multifaith Grows, Woody Trautman, Co-Chair Multifaith Council of Northwest Ohio.
· Disaster Preparedness.
· TBA

4:15 – 5:15 
Annual General Meeting for NAIN 

5:30 – 7:00
Social Hour and Dinner at St. Marks.  (Dinner catered by the Bombay House, Indian restaurant.)

7:00 – 8:30 
NAIN Scholars Presentations/Panel Discussion.  Brief presentations by six of this-years twelve very talented NAIN Connect 2010 scholarship recipients will be followed by a short panel discussion. The six are:

· Erin Bilir, high school senior at Colorado Academy, published journalist, award-winning playwright, and president and founder of ETHOS (Ethics, Theology, Humanity, Oneness, and Society) a student interfaith club. Erin is a member of Colorado Friends of the Harvard Women’s Studies in Religion program and researcher for the Pluralism Project. 

· Kaitlin Hasseler, Program Specialist, Girl Scout Council of the Nation’s Capital where she develops programs and curriculum relating to youth empowerment, gender equity, and interfaith and religious topics. Kaitlin is a participant in the Washington Interfaith Network and a graduate of Ithaca College with a degree in Journalism and double minors in Religious Studies and in Politics.

· Michelle Jackson, Tanenbaum Interreligious Fellow at Vassar College and advisor to the Interreligious Student Council where she creates and implements campus-wide programming. Michelle has a B.A. degree in the Study of Religion from UCLA and a Masters of Divinity from the Harvard Divinity School.

· Hillary Kaell, doctoral candidate in American Studies at Harvard University specializing in the history and practice of North American Christianity. Hillary has taught undergraduate courses in interfaith conflict, worked on the Pluralism Project’s World Religions Project in Boston, and is a paid consultant for the PBS series Religion in America.

· Dawinder Sidhu, author and civil rights attorney with an interest in the aftermath effect of 9/11 on religious communities. “Dave” has a BA in Philosophy from the U. of Penn., an MA in Government from Johns Hopkins, and a JD from the George Washington University Law School. He has held fellowship and/or research posts at Harvard, Stanford, and Georgetown.

· Wm. Andrew Schwartz, a Ph.D. student in Philosophy of Religion and Theology at Claremont Graduate University. He is a licensed minister in the Church of the Nazarene and holds BA degrees in Religion and Missions from Northwest Nazarene University and an MA in Theological Studies from Nazarene Theological Seminary.

Tuesday July 27, 2010

(Possible early morning Hindu meditation.)
7:30 – 8:30
Breakfast at the hotel. (JB’s breakfast buffet.)
9:00 – 10:30
(Tuesday’s sessions will be held in the Joseph Smith Memorial Building.) 

Welcome – Morning devotions – Presentation/Discussion

Practical Application: Harnessing the Unifying Potential of Faith While Containing Its Capacity to Divide. 

· Brian Farr, Rotary Utah District Chair for Conflict Resolution and Peace, Immediate Past Chair of the Salt Lake Interfaith Roundtable, President of the Utah Council for Citizen Diplomacy.

· Melissa Nozell, NAIN Scholarship recipient. Melissa is a summer intern at the Pluralism Project at Harvard University and has a BA, Honors, in Religion and Asian Studies from Colgate University. The main focus of her academic interest is on positive interactions between Hindus and Muslims in South Asia.

· John Kesler, J.D.  Founder and Executive Director of Salt Lake Center for Engaging Community. John’s interest in addressing the growing problem of divisiveness and incivility in society resulted in the timely document and initiative “A Call to Civility”. 

10:30 – 10:45
Break

10:45 – 11:45
The New Hi-Tech Media: Implications for NAIN Organizations. All NAIN organizations have a role to play in religious communication. Evolving forms of communication/media make it vitally important to have a communications plan to avoid pitfalls, remain relevant and take advantage of new opportunities. Presenters include:

· Judy Trautman, Editor of NAINews. Judy will lead this session and will report on highlights from the recent Religious Communications Congress. She currently also serves as co-chair of the Multifaith Council of Northwest Ohio

· Alisa Roadcup, NAIN Scholarship recipient and Communications Director, the Council for a Parliament of the World’s Religions. Alisa led the Council’s most successful marketing campaign ever for the 2009 Parliament and holds a BA in Humanities and an MA in Religious Studies. 

· Sumitra Srinivasan, NAIN Scholarship recipient, board member of the Multifaith Council of Northwest Ohio, and Assistant Professor in the Department of Communication at the University of Toledo.  Sumitra’s teaching and research interests are in the areas of journalism, international/intercultural communication, new technologies, faith-based learning, and multimedia communication. 

12:00 – 1:30
Lunch – 26th Floor of the Church Office Bldg. Hosted by the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints.

1:45 – 2:15
Connecting: The power of genetics and genealogy in bringing people together. David Rencher, Chief Genealogical Officer, Family Search.

2:25 – 3:25
Breakout I: Working Together for the Common Good. Choose one of the following breakout sessions: 

· Five Women, Five Journeys: How Different Are We? Women’s Interfaith Solutions for Dialogue and Outreach in MetroDetroit (WISDOM) Gail Katz, President and Co-Founder; Patricia Harris, Co-Founder; Paula Drewek, President-elect.

· Refugee Resettlement Program of Interfaith Works, Dr. Jim Wiggins, Interfaith Works of Central New York. Refugee Services: Great Projects That Cross Lines of Religion and Culture. Amy Wylie, Volunteer Coordinator, Utah Refugee Services Office.
· Awaken the Dreamer – Be the Change. Derek LaCroix and Maureen Jack-LaCroix, Multifaith Action Society (MAS) of Vancouver, B.C. The intended result of this session is to activate environmental change through personal and social awareness, while providing a connecting point for faith-centers and the broader community to develop common goals and collaboration

· Our Challenges; How to Build a Global Family, Rev. Paul Chaffee, Director of the Interfaith Center at the Presidio, Mrs. Prabha Duneja, Hindu teacher and chair of the Women’s Interfaith Circle of Service (WICS) of  the United Religions Initiative (URI), Pastor Kevin Thompson, Regional Director of Universal Peace Federation UPF. This panel will be joined by NAIN Scholarship recipient Peter Frank Womack. Mr. Womack has a BA degree in Economics, an MBA in Entrepreneurial Studies, and a JD in International Governance and is the Founder and Executive Director of Interfaith Settlement Foundation, an interfaith organization dedicated to the establishment of a municipality specifically predicated upon interreligious cooperation.
3:35 – 4:35
Breakout II: Working Together for the Common Good.  Choose one of the following breakout sessions: 

· Can Faith-based Work Really Make a Difference? Getting Beyond the Quick Fix. Benefit from lessons learned from 41 years of tackling some of the most systemic problems facing a city. Rabbi George Stern, Executive Director of the Neighborhood Interfaith Movement, and Eric Wilden, Assistant Director.
· Respectful Contestation of Irreconcilable Differences, Dr. Randall Paul, Founder and Exec.Director of the Foundation for Inter-religious Diplomacy.

· Changing the Narrative: Using Stories From Our Traditions and Music to Build a More Compassionate, Engaged, Pluralistic Society. Ralph Singh, Director of Publications and Public Relations for Gobind Sadan Institute and Society for Interfaith Understanding, will share progress of his project “Nurturing an Ideal Citizen of the State of Virtue” using the audio CD “Stories to Light Our Way, Journey to the World of Good” and study guides. He will be joined by NAIN Scholarship recipient Mark Harris, a student at the University of Toronto with a double major in Ethics, Society and Law and in Religious Studies.  Mark is an assistant program coordinator at the U. of T. Multi-Faith Centre and avid songwriter. 

· Teaching Children and Youth Respect for Others. Rosemary Baron,The 3 R’s – Rights, Respect, Responsibility; Skyler Oberst, NAIN Scholarship recipient. (Skyler is a student at Eastern Washington University working on a double major in philosophy and anthropology, founder of Compassionate Interfaith Society and recipient of one of EWU’s prestigious Student Excellence Awards.)

5:30

Ride TRAX to the Jewish Community Center

6:00 – 9:00 
Social hour, dinner, wrap up and celebration at the Jewish Community Center.
Wednesday July 28th
Morning: Post-conference optional tours of the LDS Humanitarian Center and Welfare Square, visits to the Family History Library, etc.

Note re displays: There will be space available at the Plaza Hotel and at St. Mark’s for display of books, handouts and other literature. Etc.

