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THE PHRASE *“ TOWERS OF SILENCE.”

.
TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES.

Bir,—All concerned for the truth and honesty of the
chronicle of the loyal “ Town and Island * of Bombay
will be grateful to Mr. BR. P. Karkaria for his letter in
The Times of the 20th ult., replying to mine inyour
columns of Aungust 8 last, on the authorship of the phrass
* Towers of Silenca,” as applied to the dalhmas of the
Parsis ; and let mo at onco say that, if the phrase cannet
be traced to writings of Robert Xavier Murphy prior
to the use of it by Mrs. Thomas Postans in 1838,
ghe must be accorded the goodly and assured croditof
its # invention.”

Put I cennot give up my tentotive conviction
of the guthor of it boing Robert Xavier Muarphy
withont a further reconsideration of the quastion by
Mr, KEarkaria in comnexion with the information
received by me in the past £ or soven woeks regarding
Murphy, chiefly from a sister of the wife (Tznthe Murphy)
of the late Mr. Charles Leggett, my deputy when I was
sherill of Bombay .in 1864. Murphy, whe was bom in
1806, went to India, I mow find, in 1822, and among
strang testimonials to the valus of his official sarvices
from Sir John Awdry, Sir Henry Roper, and Sir Erskine
Perry, all Chief Justices of the Supromo Court of
Bombay, and to the value-of his Oriental scholarship and
writings by Sir Erskine Perry, Sir Bartle Frere, Genoral
Ballantine, Professor Orlebar, snd Professor Horuce
Hayman Wilson, iz ons from Colonal George Jarvis, a
men in many ways of like mind with Murphy, certifying
thet—“he was first attached to the Department of
Public Instruction in the year 1822, or 23, whilst I held
the post of Secretary.” This gives ample time, ante-
cedent to the publicatibns of Mrs, Thomas Postans and
Miss Emma Roberts, for Murphy to have anticipated
them in the origination of the phrass * Towers of
 § i{mcn.” Miss Roborts might well have coined it ; but
1t is difficult to conceive of Mrs. Postans’ striking it off in
the debased 'mintage of her commonplace mind—there
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not being anothor phrass throughout her informing and
lively little book on Western India of any imaginative
quality. Mrs, Postans, moreover, prints the phrase
between quotetion marks. Bat, if Robert Xavier
Murphy is to receive the palm for it, the phrase
must be found in writings of his befors 1838. I have
zo doubt whatever myself of its being found in them
somowhero ; and I hope by Mr. Karkaria, Murphy wrote
more voluminously, end miscellancously, than I knew
when my previous letter on this-subjeat appearsd in The
Tines ; and his daughter, in a letter to me, states :— My
mother told me it was he who first called them (the
dakhmes) by that name ( Towers of Silcace "), 2nd she
used to read everything ho wrots ; snd I am quite sure of
his being the euthor of the phrase, and that he did not
quote from Mrs. Postans’ book.” Of course, the dalimas
heve always boen called * towers,” for they are towers ;
and the poets have ever associated desth and the grave
with silence :—* Death, the sileni home of all” Ttis
quite apart from all such suggestion—vhile meditating
sympathetically with the bereaved on thess cruel and
repulsive dekhmas, in a reactionary and sudden U~
burst of the soul, bappening on &n all ballowing and all
consoling epithet that has ever since among the Parsis
rolicved the grave of half its terrors. But, I repeat, in
spite of my personal tradition and belief, and in spite of
the ovidence of the family, unless the phrase canba
traced, chapter and line, to some printed writings of
Robert Xavier Murphy before 1838, Mrs. Thomas Postans
must hold the palm for it—so gallantly placed in har hand
by Mr., Eatkaria, .

With reference to Mr. Earkaria's quotation from
Stocqueler—tho latter is quite wrong in whet he
says about Murphy's having been intended for the
Catholic Roman Church. He was not edamcated at
Maynooth, but at Clongowswood College, from his 7th to
his 16th year ; whenowing to a family quarrcl he enlisted
into the artillery, for Bombay ; where Captain Yeardel],
cowmanding his battery, finding that he wasa gentl
and of rare sbility and sattainments, bought his djs.
charge, snd got him attached to the Department of Publio
Instroction. I was, I would add, much with T. H,
Stocquoler during his Iast years in London ; snd when,
after he went to Americs, be made over, abont 1884, his
{inal memoirs, in the nams of Siddons, to Massts,
William Allen and Company, his instructions were that
the docision 23 to theirpublication was to o lufttomy
shsolute discretion,

I havo the honour-to be, Sir, your most
obodient servant,
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T T T LA VAR
COctobor 14. GEORGE BIRDWOOD,

P.S—With roforencs t0 Bir. Kerkarie’s- ramarks on
the present maﬂmd of tho disposal of their deag by ths
Pars:ls, il:‘m:mlﬂ. wish, if I am not ntroding too far onthe
hospitality of your columns, to add the following extract
(of Septomber 6, 1603) on the subject from the
: Tmmlish” ;tﬁ J{iﬁrhnFJuurdn’m, with which I have been

avourad by Mr. W, Foster, who. is now editi :
th?‘h'n'stSmiﬁt]r:— s | “t-mgthbm_du:'

“ In this towns (Nausarl; the Redrth, that is * Priest
Ltown,’ of the Pazsis of Western Indis) tﬁm“uliwrnﬁfb
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¥ :stmgnkmdeﬂfnﬁpmcﬂlﬂf'm e, ‘These 'Ig.

I | are vory tall of stature and white people. Thair reli=ion

*1 18 furre difforent from the Moores or Bamians, for

: dua adore the fire, and doe contynuallie keepe their fire

+ | bu e fordevotion, thinkinge that if the fire should
Eoois herwats boout, thoy must mo% pos o srese aro of

7 el ar

bours to fetch fire, utmmtgnamfhehohume a8 tg

tearme it. When mmof thuas pla&ya, ‘they never

them, but sot them uprigh n place provided f

. ﬂmpm:pnm, in’ open field ; whera the :Enwluaﬁf thn.

: mﬁﬂ;&“fmm atits, s the doges par other

i i
: | abouts and open sbove,” ® 84 round

Thisis the first English accotnt of the Parsis xnd theis
t]religion. Compare Herodotans I., 140; also Thomng
| Hyde's * Hmtum ml:gmms mta:nmParmm"
Gxo.B.
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