A BRIEF UPDATE ON FEW SOCIO–CULTURAL–EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES UNDERTAKEN BY DR. HOMI DHALLA

The World Zarathushti Cultural Foundation (WZCF) was established ten years ago.  Most of the below mentioned activities have been undertaken by me under the auspices of WZCF.
1.  Books Published
1. “The Parsis 1947 to 2001 – Highlights of Achievements After Independence has been published.  Mr. Hormazdyar Dalal

2. “Daily Prayers of the Zoroastrians” by Framroz Rustomjee

3. “History of the Parsis of Navsari” by Capt. Hormazdyar Desai

2.  Gujarati Classes

A number of teachers have been employed by the WZCF to teach Gujarati to about 100 Parsi children.

3.  Teaching Monajats [Devotional Songs] to Children

For the last 10 years, about 25 Parsi children have been taught Monajats.  This group has been invited to various community functions over the years.
4.  Kusti Weaving Classes

About 50 girls are being taught Kusti weaving at the Bai Avabai Petit Girls’ High School over the last seven years.

5.  Delhi Parsi Project

The Foundation for Unity of Religions and Enlightened Citizenship (FUREC), which is an interfaith organization, launched by Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam, former President of India, was approached by the Delhi Minorities Commission to work on a project of the Parsi community of Delhi.  Being the Zoroastrian representative on the Apex Body of FUREC, I was appointed to be in charge of this project.  This study has already been completed and the report has been submitted by Dr. Shernaz Cama and Ms. Ava Khullar.

6.  Digitization of Important Books and Texts

About 45 important and old books (which are out of print) are being placed on the CD-ROM.  These books which are on Zoroastrian history, religion and culture are being digitized.

7.  Sanjan Excavations

Two excavations in collaboration with the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI), New Delhi were conducted for three years in Sanjan.  Most of the reports have been submitted and it is planned to publish them.  As some of these research papers have been published and our archaeologists have made presentations at important conferences, Sanjan has now been placed on the archaeological map of the world.

8.  Conservation of the Bahrot Caves

In collaboration with the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI), New Delhi, WZCF has extensively photographed the Bahrot Caves.  Due to persistent efforts, the ASI has now written officially to the Government of Maharashtra to provide a road to the caves so that the necessary conservation may commence.
9.  Film on Eminent Painter Jehangir Sabavala

The Government of India had honoured this distinguished artist by a Retrospective Exhibition held at the National Gallery of Modern Art in Mumbai.  A film has now been produced on this prominent artist.

10.  Library Project

Following collection of books on Zoroastrian history, culture and religion have been sent to:
a) 1400 books to the Albert Edward Institute and Cowasjee Dinshaw Hall and Library in Pune

b) 400 books to the Bangalore Parsi Zoroastrian Anjuman.

c) 800 books to Parsi Panchayat, Baroda

11.  Introduction of Solar Concentrators

After the disappearance of the vultures at Mumbai Doongerwadi, Solar Concentrators have been introduced to strengthen the system of Dokhmenishini.  Presently, 12 concentrators have been installed at Mumbai.  Similarly, 7 other cities of India have also introduced them.

12.  Crafting Cultural Centres at Udvada and Navsari

Ms. Homai Mody and I have worked on the following two centres:
· Zoroastrian Information Centre (ZIC) at Udvada was launched on April 24, 2008

· Sir Jamsetjee Jejeebhoy Memorial Museum at Navsari was inaugurated on October 19, 2008
13.  Appeal to the World Community

1.  I appeal to Zoroastrians all over the world for donations to enable me to continue the above projects and others which are in the pipeline.  As WZCF has not obtained the necessary permission from the Government of India as yet to receive foreign donations, you may kindly issue the cheque in favour of “WZO Trust” addressed to:
Mr. Dinshaw Tamboly,

The World Zoroastrian Organization Trust,

Shanti Building, 5th Floor,

6, Banaji Street,
Mumbai – 400001,

INDIA
2.  Over the last one year, I have succeeded in collecting about 1000 books (English and Gujarati) pertaining to our history, culture and religion.  For this collection, I would appreciate a donation of about $ 2,500 which would be ploughed back into WZCF activities.
