                        CULTIVATING AN ETHIC OF COLLECTIVE GIVING

                            Enhancing Individual Giving to Collective Giving.

Zarathushti Imperative

The ethic of giving can be traced to the Religion of Zarathushtra and its teachings. Attributable aspects may be enumerated as:

- The prayer Ashem Vohu; happiness unto him who gives happiness to others.

- The prayer Yatha AhuVariyo; service to humanity

- Accumulation of wealth for the purpose of giving.

- Connectedness and compassion.
- Example set by forefathers.

- Awareness of the Natural Law; more you give, the more you receive.

These and other principles of the Zarathushti faith have impelled Zarathushtis to contribute beyond measure, toward philanthropic causes - building institutions of learning, hospitals, schools, colleges and the list goes on. Observe that Zarathushtis have not indulged in building monuments. The component of propitiating has been absent. 

Zarathushti Giving

Note that Zarathushti giving has not only been for Zarathushtis; it has been for all humanity in equal proportion. Giving outside the Zarathushti community has earned the community the attribute of “Parsi Thy Name is Charity.”  Giving within our own community has contributed to the welfare and well being of our community making our community prosperous and the envy of many. All this has only been possible through the Zarathushti entrepreneurial spirit; Zarathushtis entering uncharted areas of business and commerce making gains. This entrepreneurial spirit has ebbed in the last half century which WZCC is attempting to rekindle and re-energize.

Moving Entitlement to Enlightenment

Times have changed. The entrepreneurial spirit has ebbed in the last half century. Professionalism has replaced entrepreneurialship with commensurate lesser rewards leaving lesser amounts for charitable causes and making us draw from the charitable pool more than we may subscribe. The fears of entitlement and dependence have been raised. (Note that the World Zarathushti Chamber of Commerce was formed with the sole purpose of rekindling and re-energizing the Zarathushti entrepreneurial spirit.)  These and other factors are compelling reasons for the community to look inwardly and examine if it was not time to develop a newer model of sustainable giving. While individual giving will continue as the hallmark of our Zarathushti community as an imperative of our faith we need to perhaps supplement giving by individuals with the development of an ethic of collective giving within our community where every Zarathushti contributes according to his/her means. The power of collective giving, no burden to each individual needs to be harnessed and put to use. Side benefits of developing such an ethic of collective giving within our community may be many, not least of all could be the kindling of pride.

Suggestions for cultivating the ethic of collective giving
· Associations/Anjumans may encourage its members to give a small percentage of their net income to a Zarathushti cause worldwide annually. 

· Children of Associations/Anjumans may be encouraged to raise funds or set aside  from their allowance a small portion for collection for a public cause.

(To be developed ….)

