Today (24-Aug-2009) is Khordad Sal and I wish all my friends and family "Khordad Sal Mubarak". It is the most auspicious day for us all. Hope you will read the following although it is long but could not help it. If I have made mistakes, I apologize. I found it very difficult to translate the following into English because Gujarati is a more spiritual language and comprehensive than English. I thank my friend and mentor Ratamai Peer who insisted I speak in Gujarati. I am also grateful to my friend Marzban Giara who encouraged me to speak in Gujarati. I am glad I listened! Gujarati expresses feelings more than English does.
Khordad Sal:
By Pervin Mistry
 
Paigambar Saheb Vakhshur-e Vakhshuran Ramzgu Spitaman Asho Zarathushtra ne Naman Hojoji!
 
Introduction: The following was first written in part, many years ago, in the articles “Yaan, Gnyaan and Agnyaan” and “The Gathic Gohar”. Subsequently, a speech was delivered at Bangalore Agairy on Khordad Sal in 2002 regarding the Divine Status of Asho Zarathushtra. In June, 2006 my friend Mr. Marzban Giara requested me to speak on the subject, “Asho Zarathushtra”, at the Cama Oriental Institution, on behalf of the Rahnumaye Mazdayasnan Sabha, 
 
I am posting the text of this speech (June, 2006) for our members so we may all know who our Holy Prophet Asho Zarathushtra was, is and will always be! Was He only a mythical figure as some scholars have opined? No! Was He just an ordinary human who was tormented by the devs and did not know where to turn to? No! According to the Sacred Avesta and the Pahlavi Texts, our Holy Paigambar Saheb Asho Zarathushtra was not an ordinary human but He was, and is, a Yazad, an Immortal Being who is “hamem”, “One” with Ahura Mazda in Thoughts, Words and Deeds! Please read the following and teach our children who Asho Zarathushtra is so they may learn to revere our Paigambar Saheb as well as our Mazdayasni Zarathushti Din, the Din (Religion) which is “Din-e Ahura Mazda”, Ahura Mazda’s Own which He Himself revealed to Asho Zarathushtra!
 
I have added endnotes to whatever was left unsaid due to time constraint.  
 
Text of the Speech: (Translated into English from Gujarati) Paigambar-o na Paigambar Saheb (Vakhshur-e Vakhshuran), Yazadic Budhdhi Dharavnar (Saheb-e Asne-Vir), Ahura’s Own Spitaman Asho Zarathushtra Saheb ne aaradhi, hazaro afrin guzari, hazaro vaar namaan kari, we will take His Sacred Name and Remembrance to heart.
 
I would like to begin by sincerely thanking Mr. Marzban Giara and the Rahnumaye Mazdayasnan Sabha for inviting me to speak on this sacred subject, very dear to my heart, “Asho Zarathushtra”!
 
I would also like to thank Mr. Marzban Wadia for beginning today’s event with a song of devotion, “Koi puche mane kya che tara Jarthosht Paigambar, dil cheeri-ne bataavu mara jeegar-ni andar….,” which has set our hearts burning with devotion in sacred memory of our Holy Paigambar Saheb, Asho Zarathushtra!
 
Thank you also to all my humdeens for taking part in the event and coming here to listen, for which I am very grateful.
 
Pak Dadaar Ahura Mazda-nu Naam laye-ne; Ameshaspando ni madad magee-ne; Asho Zarathushtra- ni yaad haeeyeh laye-ne, I humbly begin:
 
We all know that during the prehistoric times, approximately 8,000 to 10,000 years ago, the renowned Kiyani Dynasty ruled over this Earth. At such an antediluvian period, the world, its inhabitants and its history were very different from what we know of our world today. During this prehistoric Kiyani epoch, devs, giants, witches, sorcerers and ‘mythical’ animals roamed the earth. These obnoxious creatures were busy destroying the good creation of Ahura Mazda and leading mankind astray from the path of the Mazdayasni Din. Our gallant Kiyani Padshahs such as Kai-Kaus, Kai-Kobad, Kai-Khoshrow, and the superhuman pahelvans such as Gev, Gudarz, Zal, Rustom and others tried to maintain law and order by fighting and opposing these monstrous creatures, sorcerers, the devs and their followers, the “devayasnis”. But the dark forces were gaining strength. 
 
When the world was engulfed in such spiritual darkness and this darkness was increasing by the day during the Kiyani Dynasty, as taught in the Sacred Gathas (Y. 29.1), the Soul of Mother Earth, Geush Urva, cried out to Ahura Mazda that unless HE sends a Savior soon, Mother Earth will be destroyed as it cannot bear the brunt of wickedness/destruct ion further from the devs and the devayasnis. Ahura Mazda heard the petition of Geush Urva and granted her plea for a Savior. HE showed her the Fravashi of Asho Zarathushtra who was to be her Savior. 
 
It is revealed that from the Divine Assembly, Ahura Mazda Himself appointed Asho Zarathushtra, one of the Renowned Yazads, Who is in Total Attunement with Ahura Mazda in Thoughts, Words and Deeds, to go down to earth and rescue His Good Creation from the clutches of the dark forces of Angre-Mainyu. Ahura Mazda announces that Asho Zarathushtra is the Only One, “aevo” (Y. 29.8), who has heard the complete Manthra and can save Geush Urva from being destroyed by the forces of the evil Angre-Mainyu. Obeying the Divine Command, Asho Zarathushtra, the Yazad of Renowned Fame, came down to earth to fulfill the Divine Mission entrusted to Him, of saving the Earth and humanity from being destroyed by the army of Angre-Mainyu. He revealed to mankind the Path of Asha to attain to the Divine Event of Farshogard. 
 
As mentioned in Dinkard, Book 3, and also as stated in Zarathushtra Nama, in order to send “Zarathushtra”, a Yazad (a Divine Being), down to earth in the form of a human being, great preparations were carried out in the spiritual world by the entire Divine Assembly, i.e. by Ahura Mazda, Ameshaspands and Yazads. 
 
First, Ahura Mazda Himself lent His Khoreh (Halo) to Asho Zarathushtra. The Divine Khoreh went first to Aries, then to the Station of Endless Light, then successively to the Sun Station (Khorshed Yazad), the Moon Station (Mah Yazad), to the realm of the Stars. From these Celestial Stations, the Divine Khoreh finally settled on the Dadgah Fire in Frahimvara’s house. Frahimvara was Asho Zarathushtra’s maternal grandfather. From the Dadgah, the Khoreh went to Frahimvara’s wife who in turn passed it on to their daughter Dughdo when she was born. This Divine Light radiated brilliantly from Dughdo’s physical body and spread to the whole house and into the village. A part of this Divine Light (Khoreh) also penetrated under the earth and then reached up to the Sky. This indicates that through this Divine Light, Geush Urva received the strength and courage needed to combat the evil forces till the Savior materialized on earth. The devs and sorcerers wanted to harm the innocent girl Dughdo due to her intensely brilliant Khoreh. The villagers too were afraid of this Divine Light shining from Dughdo’s body and due to their fearful persistence and being afraid for Dughdo’s safety, Frahimvara sent Dughdo to a distant village where the family of holy Spitamas lived. She went to the house of Paitarasp and married his son Pourushasp.
 
As Ahura Mazda had transferred His Own Khoreh to Asho Zarathushtra, together with the other 6 Ameshaspands, Ahura Mazda also transferred Asho Zarathushtra’s Divine Fravashi to the sacred Haom plant (in charge of Amardad Ameshaspand) . Pourushasp took the striking evergreen stem of this sacred Haom to his home for safe keeping. Simultaneously, the Ameshaspands created and transferred Asho Zarathushtra’s biological genes through rain (Khordad Ameshaspand) into the vegetation (Amardad Ameshaspand) which was subsequently eaten by the two virgin cows with yellow ears belonging to Pourushasp. Pourushasp performed the sacred ritual of Ijeshne, pounded the sacred Haom containing Asho Zarathushtra’s Fravashi, mixed the Hom juice with the milk extracted from these two special cows and he and Dughdo drank this holy mixture. This way, both the Fravashi and the biological genes of Asho Zarathushtra were transmitted to his parents. The Divine Khoreh was also transmitted from Dughdo to Holy Asho Zarathsuhtra when He was born.
 
Asho Zarathushtra’s physical body was not of dense matter like ours; it was especially made of “light” from the Celestial Mansions by the Ameshaspands, and was known as “Veer-Tan-Kard”. It enabled Asho Zarathushtra, the Yazad, to acquire a physical form and helped Him to fulfill His Divine Mission according to the Will and Plan of Ahura Mazda. Asho Zarathushtra’s Divine Mission was to contain and confine the army of Angre-Mainyu so that Geush Urva and Spenta-Mainyu progress the good creations of Ahura Mazda towards the Preordained Divine Event of Farshogard. Yasna 32.3 (Ahunavad Gatha) also reveals that the army of Akoman (evil thoughts) under the leadership of Angre-Mainyu had spread throughout the 7 regions of the Earth and it was this army that was oppressing Geush Urva and therefore, had to be contained and "converted". Ahura Mazda has willed that mankind must transmute the inherent “druj”/“dravao” (the evil tendencies) to goodness, to spiritual virtues. “Druj”, "Akoman", as unrighteousness first manifests itself in the mind because thought is the blue-print of subsequent words and deeds. The word “mainyu” refers to mind! Thus, in order to teach us to transmute the incorporeal “druj” to “ashoi”, Asho Zarathushtra came down to earth and has given us the Sacred Avesta which teaches us how to defeat “druj”, the army of Angre-Mainyu, and attain to a state of perfect ashoi (purity) in order to attain Farshogard and re-unite with Ahura Mazda.
 
Now let us examine the proof of Asho Zarathushtra being a Divine Yazad as revealed in the Holy Avesta and the Pahlavi Texts.
 
1: While praying Ijeshne Ha 3, we recite, “haomemcha par-haomemcha ayese yeshti khshnoomaine Zarathushtrahe Spitamahe fravashe–e aokhto namano yazatahe.” Meaning, I praise Hom and Para-Hom for the worship of the Renowned Yazad named Holy Spitaman Zarathushtra!
 
2: In Ijeshne Ha 7 also we worship Hom and Para-Hom and declare these same words for the propitiation of the Renowned Yazad named Holy Spitaman Zarathushtra!
 
3: In the Ijeshne Kriya, during the Paragna rites, in the “Varas-ni Baj levani Kriya”, the priest invokes the Holy Fravashi of Asho Zarathsuhtra.
 
4: A special Khshnooman is dedicated to the Renowned Yazad Asho Zarathushtra, which dedicatory formula is only dedicated to Ahura Mazda and the Divine Beings. No Khshnooman is dedicated to a human being.
 
5: Visperad: In the Afrin-e Haft Ameshaspand, the Ameshaspands themselves venerate the Holy Fravashi of Asho Zarathushtra as “the most revered, the most righteous in all the regions, only next to Ahura Mazda”!
 
6: Tir Yasht (k.13): Asho Zarathushtra is called “Invincible” which is one of the Talismanic Names used for Ahura Mazda in the Hormazd Yasht. Asho Zarathushtra is Invincible because He alone could defeat Angre-Mainyu from destroying the good creation. Even Angre-Mainyu, the arch-demon, could not defeat Asho Zarathushtra! Just as Ahura Mazda made Tir Yazad the Lord and Overseer of all the Stars, He made Asho Zarathushtra the Lord, “Ratu”, over mankind. “Ratu” is the title used only for the Divinities and Asho Zarathushtra.
 
7: Haptan Yasht (k.8): Asho Zarathushtra is called, “Mazdamcha Zarathushtremcha”, meaning, we worship both Ahura Mazda and Asho Zarathushtra! Our Holy Paigambar’s Name is taken together with Ahura Mazda’s!
 
8: Khordad Yasht: Reveals that whosoever reaches/worships Asho Zarathushtra, reaches us, the Ameshaspands! He is equated with an Ameshaspand. Asho Zarathushtra is also called, “Ahuirish Zarathushtrish”, Ahura’s Own (Yazad)! 
 
9: Avan Yasht (k.21): “Ahura Mazda has made Asho Zarathushtra the Leader of all the Yazads”. Also, Asho Zarathushtra is made “the Lord (Ratu) of this corporeal world”.
 
10: Farvardin Yasht (k.11) states that Asho Zarathushtra is the Ahu and Ratu of all the 7 regions. (K.24) states that Asho Zarathsuhtra was the first to hear the entire Holy Spell (Manthra) of Ahura Mazda. Asho Zarathushtra was an Athravan and a Rathestar. At Asho Zarathushtra’s Birth, the entire Creation rejoiced, “Hail! Born for us is the Athravan Spitaman Zarathushtra, the Spreader of Baresman who will worship us with libations.”
 
11: Firdausi writes in the Shahnameh that at the auspicious birth of Asho Zarathushtra, Divine Light spread all over al the regions of the earth and even inside the dakhmas! This signifies that the strength of “druj” was weakened and the Divine Light penetrated throughout the corporeal world and Nature rejoiced!
 
12: Ahunavad Gatha (Ha 29.8) declares that Asho Zarathushtra was “aevo”, the Only One Who Heard the entire Divine, Mystic Spell of Ahura Mazda; the Only One to whom Ahura Mazda revealed the entire Manthra embedded in the 21 Nasks that comprise our Sacred Avesta. (Unfortunately due to the ravages of Alexander and the Arabs, most of these Nasks are now partly or completely lost except for the Vendidad which has survived in entirety.)
 
Ahunavad Gatha, (Ha 33.14) calls Asho Zarathushtra, “Paurvatatem”, meaning, Foremost in Ashoi over all mankind.
 
13: Vohukhshathra Gatha (Ha 51.12) calls Asho Zarathushtra, “Ururaost Ashto”, Most Illumined in Divine Wisdom.
 
14: In all the 5 Gehs, we pray: 
 
“Ahurem Mazdam ashavanem ashahe ratum yazamaide,
Zarathushtrem ashavanem ashahe ratum yazamaide;
Zarathushtrahe ashaono fravashim yazamaide,
Ameshe Spente ashaonam yazamaide.”
 
We worship Ahura Mazda the Holy Lord of Righteousness,
We worship Zarathushtra, the Holy Lord of Righteousness;
We worship the Righteous Fravashi of Holy Zarathushtra,
We worship the Holy Ameshaspands.
 
In the above verse, we worship Asho Zarathushtra, the Yazad, together with Ahura Mazda and the Ameshaspands! Asho Zarathushtra, throughout the Sacred Avesta, as a “Yazad”, is equated with Ahura Mazda and the other Yazads which also include the Ameshaspands. The very First Name of Ahura Mazda is “Yazad”.
 
As stated in the Dinkard, Asho Zarathushtra laughed at birth and recited the sacred formula “Yatha Ahu Vairyo Zyota Frame Mrute.” At the very instant of being born on earth as a human, He acknowledges Ahura Mazda as His “Ahu”, Ruler/Superior, and establishes His sacred communion, “raad paivand”, directly with Ahura Mazda which already existed in the spiritual world when Asho Zarathushtra’s existence in the Divine Assembly was, as a Yazad. He completely dedicates His Thoughts, Words and Deeds to Dadaar Hormazd and attunes Himself with Ahura Mazda’s Will, ready to serve the Almighty. I am sure there must be many other references from the Avesta proving Paigambar Saheb Asho Zarathushtra’s Divine Status as a Yazad.
 
Miracles of Asho Zarathushtra: Asho Zarathushtra smiled at birth. He smiled unlike other new borns who cry because He did not take birth to fulfill His Own spiritual progress (He is a Yazad and is “aevo”, who has completely attained to the Highest Spiritual Perfection to be United with Ahura Mazda in HIS Thought, Word and Deed), but to fulfill His Divine Mission of containing the evil forces of Angre-Mainyu to help Geush Urva survive.
 
The 7 nurses who attended to the birth of Asho Zarathushtra were scared by His laughter and brilliant halo and ran away. This was so because the 7 Planets (nurses) could not affect the destiny of a Yazad who was sent for a Special Mission by Ahura mazda Himself!
 
To kill the Baby Asho Zarathushtra and stop the spread of righteousness and the Preordained Divine Event of Farshogard from happening, Durasarun, the evil sorcerer, first tried to kill Baby Asho Zarathshutra by putting Him on a pile of burning wood. The Holy Infant was saved because Fire is Adar Yazad, Ardibehesht Ameshaspand and as Ahura Mazda’s Son, Fire in fact protected the Holy Infant, a Yazad/Ameshaspand Himself, till Dughdo came and took the Holy Babe home with her.
 
The second time, the evil Durasarun put the Holy Babe, Asho Zarathushtra, in the path of a herd of cows. He was again saved by a cow who was the leader of the herd. The cow stood protecting the Holy Baby, till the herd passed by without causing any harm to the Holy baby. Bahman Ameshaspand is charge of the animal kingdom and He protected Baby Asho Zarathushtra from harm.  “Cow” personifies the gentle “guv” chithra and knew that the Babe was Divine and possessed nothing but “guv” in His Body which was specially formed by the Spiritual Beings, “Veer-Tan-Kard”. Cow also symbolizes Geush Urva, the Soul of Mother Earth, for whose welfare Asho Zarathushtra came down to earth. For the second time, Durasarun failed. 
 
The third and the fourth time too, Durasarun put the Holy Babe in the path of stampeding horses and in the den of wolves. The Divine Babe had an Illumined Mind as a Yazad; His Mind was totally full of Ashoi. Sensing this superior Wisdom, the horses also did not harm Baby Zarathushtra. A stallion stood over Baby Zarathushtra till the stampeding horses passed by. The mother wolf, whose cubs were killed by Durasarun so she would angrily attack Baby Zarathushtra, also turned docile near the Holy Baby and let Dughdo pick Him up and take Him home to safety.
 
The last time, Durasarun tried to kill the Holy Babe himself with a dagger. His hand froze and he could not kill with the dagger because dagger is made of metal, in charge of Shehrevar Ameshaspand who in fact was protecting the Holy Babe! Durasarun could not harm the Holy Baby because as a Yazad, the Baby was protected by Ahura Mazda and His Divine Host Who had sent Him down for a specific purpose, to save the earth and humanity against the dark forces of Angre-Mainyu!
 
Asho Zarathushtra, at the age of approximately 20 years, held sacred communion with Ahura Mazda on Mount Ushidaran . “Ushi” is Pure Light and “daran” or “draona” means imbibed with celestial resonances. Asho Zarathushtra held the Sacred Communion in solitude, on the Highest Spiritual Peak , Mount Ushidaran ! This peak is allegorically referred to as the “third eye”. 
 
When Asho Zarathushtra was performing the sacred Ijshne ritual by the River Daiti, Bahman Ameshahpand appeared and took Asho Zarathushtra in the very Presence of Ahura Mazda! Although Asho Zarathushtra was a Yazad, when He came down to earth, the corporeal rules applied and He was helped by the Divine Beings to consciously regain the Attunement with Ahura Mazda which Asho Zarathushtra had held as a Yazad. Although He was in human form, His Yazadic Stature was regained quickly through the Divine Communion. From the Divine Meeting with Ahura Mazda, Asho Zarathushtra returned to earth with 1) the Fire Burzin-Meher in His hand (which glowed without any fuel or without burning His hand); 2) the sacred Hom (for spiritual health and healing leading to immortality, “Amardad-ni amargee”), as well as 3) the 21 Sacred Nasks (the Pak Avesta).
 
Among some of the other miracles, there is one of Kisseh Vishtasp. King Vishtasp had a favorite horse named, “Asp-e Seeha” who became ill and could not stand. No one could cure Asp-e Seeha. Finally, Asho Zarathushtra prayed the Manthra of Ahunavar (Yatha Ahu Vairyo Prayer) and Asp-e Seeha was cured. Asho Zarathushtra asked that: 1) Vishtasp will accept the Mazdayasni Zarathushti Din; 2) Vishtasp’s son Asfandiar will combat devaysni (not followers of other religions); 3) Vishtasp’s wife Ketayun will also accept the Mazdayasni Zarathushti Din and teach it to other women and finally, 4) King Vishtasp will bring the culprits to justice who had falsely accused Asho Zarathushtra of worshipping the devs.[i]
 
Throughout the Pak Avesta, Asho Zarathushtra is referred to as a Divine Being, a Yazad! Is it conceivable then that a Yazad by the sacred name of “Zarathushtra” came down to earth, to teach us only “good thoughts, good words and good deeds”? Who defines what is “good”? As humans our mind is fallible! We make mistakes in our thinking, mistakes in our judgment and decide “good” according to personal sentiments and whims! If a human is truly “good” and possesses only a “good” mind, such an individual would have transformed the inherent negative energy (Angre-Mainyu) to the positive energy (Spenta-Mainyu) and having acquired Vohu Mano, would have attained to Tan-Pasin, the final body of Pure Light and thereby would be living in a state of Immortal Bliss! There would be no need for such a perfectly “good” human to live on earth and learn the lessons of Life which are already learnt! Such a Spiritually Illumined person would have attained Farshogard. Hence, as humans we still have a lot to learn; we first need to know what is “good”, not according to our convenience or personal whims. “Good” and “bad” are defined by the Prophets who know what is right and wrong according to the Laws of Nature. 
 
To help us progress on the Path of Asha, Asho Zarathushtra has specifically defined for us in Yasna Ha 20, which is the Avesta Commentary on Yatha Ahu Vairyo, what is “good”. The question is asked, “Kat Humatem”, meaning what is humata? The answer given is: “Ashavanem manas-poiryo”! The First Thought, the Blue-Print of Creation, conceived by Ahura Mazda in His Divine Mind! The First Thought was “Ahunavar”, to manifest the Universe according to the Divine Will and Plan and subsequently to re-unite the Universe with Him by attaining the Divine Event of Farshogard. It is again asked, “Kat Hukhtem”, meaning what is hukhta? The answer given is: “Manthra Spenta”! “Manthra Spenta” is the Soul of Ahura Mazda, which sustains/nourishes the Creation of the Universe according to the Law/Will of Ahura Mazda through His First Word, “Ahunavar”. Hence, the Ahunavar/Manthra Spenta is “Hukhta”! Again the question is asked, “Kat Huvrashtem?” What is huvrashta? The answer given is: “Staotaishcha Asha Paoriyaishcha Damebish”, meaning the First and Foremost Creation based on “staot”![ii] 
 
Is it conceivable that Ahura Mazda sent one His Yazads down to earth to rescue Geush Urva from the clutches of the evil forces by offering us the “freedom of choice” indiscriminately without the attached responsibility for our actions in life? No! Definitely not! Asho Zarathushtra was not sent down to earth to grant us the “freedom of choice” to do as we please![iii] 
 
We are free to choose only between the 2 Paths defined by Asho Zarathsuhtra: the Path of Spenta-Mainyu (Light) or the path of Angre-Mainyu (Darkness). We are cautioned that according to our choice of which Path we choose, good or unrighteous, we get the due reward or punishment in this life and /or the next. Divine Justice is immutable. The Law of “action causes similar reaction” is immutable in Nature. We suffer from none but ourselves according to our own thoughts, words and deeds. The “freedom of choice” mentioned in the Gathas does not indicate freedom to choose one religion from the other. It is only and irrefutably a moral choice which comes with ample warning about the due reward or punishment of our thoughts, words and actions performed in life. It must always be remembered that the responsibility of the choices made, due reward or punishment, is inevitable and mentioned in almost all the verses of the Gathas and throughout the Sacred Avesta!
 
To keep our thoughts, words and actions “good”, in tune with Spenta Mainyu, Asho Zarathushtra has prescribed the following core spiritual disciplines which we must follow with faith and obedience. Only these spiritual disciplines will transform Angre-Mainyu to Spenta-Mainyu because no physical weapons can destroy an incorporeal force, an energy which we call Angre-Mainyu. It has to be transformed, altered to another form of energy, to “Spenta-Mainyu. These spiritual disciplines are: 1) Manthravai (it is the Soul of Ahura Mazda and without Manthra we cannot progress on the Path to Unite with Ahura Mazda); 2) Kriyakaam (“yasna ameretatem”, only through rituals we attain to Immortality/ Farshogard) ; 3) Worship of Fire (Fire is the Son of Ahura Mazda who purifies everything, even our inherent “druj”, and is necessarily present in all our rituals); 4) Sudreh-Kusti (without Sudreh-Kusti no manthra and no rituals can be performed and unity with Ahura Mazda would be impossible); 5) Dakhma (which contain, decontaminate and eradicate “druj” without defiling the sacred elements); 6) Boonak-Pasbani (without the purity of “tokham”, all the other core teachings would be nullified, the very aim of creation is to purify the “seed” and progress it towards Farshogard); and 7) Vendidad (all the rules of purity to eradicate druj are mentioned in the Vendidad, without Absolute Purity there can be no Unity with the Divine and no Farshogard). These are the most important teachings, the Fundamental Pillars of our Religion taught by Asho Zarathushtra for our spiritual progress. We need to study these disciplines individually. 
 
The most important aspect in following these is to have Faith and Obedience in the teachings of our Paigambar Saheb who did not study in a university the application of linguistics, grammar, syntax and other scholastic methods to formulate the spiritual Manthra contained in the Sacred Avesta. He recorded the divine Manthra as they were revealed to Him by Ahura Mazda Himself (ha 45.5), in solitude, through Divine Communion when He clearly “saw within His eye” the Omniscient Lord (ha 45.8). As a Yazad, He saw and heard the mysteries of Nature and has given us the spiritual disciplines based on Nature’s Laws. No university teaches spirituality which is occult! Our physical senses are not yet cognizant of the spiritual world and its functioning. Therefore, Faith and Obedience to the teachings of Asho Zarathushtra are a must if we wish to progress on the Path of Asha.
 
Is it also conceivable that Asho Zarathsuhtra, a Yazad, was sent down to earth to proselyte others to the Mazdayasni Zarathushri Din? Is this all that Guesh Urva wanted from a Savior, to proselyte everyone to One Religion? To begin with, there were no other organized Religions established on earth when Asho Zarathsuhtra was born during the pre-historic Kiyani Dynasty! He was sent to earth to rescue Geush Urva from the clutches of Angre-Mainyu!  Irrefutably, in the Ahunavad Gatha, ha 32.3, we are taught to convert “druj” or Angre-Mainyu to “ashoi”, to Spenta-Mainyu! It is written that the army of Akoman (bad thoughts) has spread on the 7 regions of the Earth (“bumiyao haptaithe”) and it is this “evil army” of unrighteous thoughts that we must convert to Spenta-Mainyu! Evil, as energy, as a force, cannot be destroyed but it can and must be changed, transformed to another form of good energy which we call Spenta-Mainyu! We are asked to convert Akoman to Vohu-Mano; Angre-Mainyu to Spenta-Mainyu! This is the conversion, the transformation we are taught in the sacred Avesta because it is only this transformation from evil to good that will bring about Farshogard!
 
Additionally, Yasna 20, a commentary on the manthra of Ahunavar, states that Ahura’s First Word (Ahunavar), when it manifested, it produced 3 steps/stages, 4 professions and 5 Ratus (“pancha ratu”, Leaders/Prophets) to bring about good thoughts, good words and good deeds. The 5 Prophets lead the 5 main Religions (“pancha takaesha”) and their respective followers towards the Divine Event of Farshogard. If 5 “Ratus” are Pre-Appointed and Pre-Willed by Ahura Mazda, then it is against the Will of Ahura Mazda to convert other followers who obey their other respective 5 Ratus who lead these respective followers to Resurrection and Renovation! Ahura Mazda has not willed that all of mankind must follow only one religion! HE Himself has created the 5 Ratus who lead their 5 respective religious groups to the same Divinely Appointed Event of Farshogard. Therefore, Asho Zarathuhstra’s Mission was not to come down to earth and convert people from religion to religion! His Mission was to convert Angre-Mianyu to Spenta-Mainyu so that Geush Urva is free of the oppression from the dark forces and rejoices when Farshogard is attained!
 
Asho Zarathushtra’s Death: Yazad’s are Immortal Divine Beings. There is no “death” for them because they do not have a perishable physical body as we do. They are Spiritual Beings whose forms are made of Divine Light. If Angre-Mainyu and all the devs/sorcerers could not kill Asho Zarathushtra, is it conceivable that an ordinary Turani soldier named Tur-Bar-Atur killed Asho Zarathushtra when He was praying? No! There is no death for a Yazad as we know of and experience “death”; there is no dispersion of the physical “anasers” (atoms) as we humans experience at death. For us, the word for death is “Vi-Urvisti”, meaning separation of the physical body from the soul. For Asho Zarathushtra, the Yazad, only His physical form which He had adapted to, for the earthly sojourn, which was solely made by the Ameshaspands of “Light” from the Celestial Mansions, had to be scattered as “rays of light”, leaving His distinctive Veer-Tan-Kard. Hence, when the evil energy, “Tur-Bar-Atur” tried to “kill” Asho Zarathushtra, He threw His talismanic 101 beads at Tur-Bar-Atur. Asho Zarathushtra contained the evil energy called Tur-Bar-Atur within His talismanic “tasbi” and this prevented the evil force (Angre-Mainyu) in the form of “Tur-Bar-Atur” (Tur means evil; Bar means a container and Atur means energy) from spreading and causing grave destruction to the earth and humanity. Asho Zarathsuhtra’s Divine Mission to contain and reverse the “evil” was completed! The dispersion of Asho Zarathushtra’s uniquely formed physical body, “Veer-Tan-Kard”, is described as “Vi-hektan” or “Vikhiz” and He ascended to Akhvan Pahloom, the Abode of Ahura Mazda in Endless Light! This was on Khorshed roj and Dae mahino!
 
Asho Zarathsuhtra’s birth was on the auspicious day of Khordad roj and Farvardin Mahino! Khordad Sal! Today, on Khordad Sal, we bow our head to our Holy Paigambar Saheb, Asho Zarathushtra, and please let us make a resolution that we, His followers, will always abide by His teachings! After all, our Din is not just an ordinary Book based on the rules of philology; it is not just a moral code of conduct; it is not a philosophy to be discussed and dissected. It is Din, in charge of Din Yazad! “Din” is also called Daena, our conscience. Din Yazad, our Great Mazdayasni Zarathsuhti Din, is forever stamped in our conscience! Our Din is a living Yazadic entity!
 
Asho Zarathushtra lives on, in our hearts! His Holy Fravashi, His PavMahal survive! Always will! As long as Zarathushtis practice His teachings with Faith and Obedience, recite the sacred and mystic Manthra revealed by Ahura Mazda to Asho Zarathushtra; as long as we cherish and honor our Holy Avesta; as long as we remain “tokhmak paspan”, till then Asho Zarathushtra’s Mazdiyasni Zarathushti Din will survive and it will, till eternity!
 
I am proud to be born into this Religion, the Religion which is “Din-e Ahura Mazda”, Ahura Mazda’s Own which He Himself revealed to Asho Zarathushtra! After Asho Zarathushtra brought back the Mazdayasni religion on the right track by removing the wrong practices that had crept in, the Mazdayasni Din came to be known as the Mazdayasni Zarathushti Din. May we all protect and preserve our Religion as has been handed down to us by our wise ancestors who preferred to seal their fate in blood rather than alter it or disobey any of Its Revealed Commands!
 
Atha jamyat yatha afrinami!
 



[i] There is one more story of miracles performed by Asho Zarathushtra on the recommendation of King Vishtasp. Vishtasp asked to see Heaven; to become invincible; to predict future and to become immortal. Asho Zarathsuhtra granted all 4 wishes but He could not grant all 4 to Vishtasp. Therefore, 1) Asho Zarathushtra made it possible for Vishtasp to see the Divine Court of Ahura Mazda. Six Ameshaspands came and carried Vishtasp to Ahura Mazda’s Abode; 2) Asfandiar, Vishtasp’s son, was made “rooyintan”, invincible in wars. His body, except the eyes, became impervious to any weapons; 3) Jamasp was given the gift of predicting future. 4) Vishtasp’s second son, Peshotan, was made immortal. Even today, when we pray “Doa Tandarosti”, we include the names of Kiyani Padshah Kaikhushru (who is “nazar-gayeb’ and is one of the Immortals), Dasturji Peshotan (son of Vishtasp who is also Immortal). It is said that at the time of the coming of Shah Behram Varjavand, both Kaikhushru Padshah and Dasturji Peshotan will also come out of their seclusion to help the Savior put back on the right track those Parsi-Irani Zarathushtis who have strayed and once again establish a period of Golden Years wherein spirituality gains and materiality will wane. Dasturji Peshotan is said to be living at “Kangdez”. We do not know where “Kangdez” is but the faithful await his arrival. “Kangdez” is said to be a paradise on earth established by Shiavux, the father of the Holy King/Sage Kaikhushru, who had abdicated his throne to be with Ahura Mazda. 
 
 
[ii]   The Spiritual World was the First and Foremost Creation. It is created of Light where the celestial luminaries are placed. The Sun (Meher Yazad) is the reservoir of “staot”. It contains the different spectrum (Light) and purifies impurities (through the energy of Light), leading the Universe towards Farshogard, uniting all creation with Ahura Mazda when the entire creation will once again become "raochebish roithwen khathra", i.e. Creation of Light and Radiance. Hence, Humata, Hukhta and Huvrashta are not mere “good thoughts, words, deeds” we believe we follow. These refer to the Divine Thought, Word and Deed which created the Universe, sustains it and will reunite this Universe with the Divine at the Appointed Time! “Hu” denotes the Will of Ahu! “Humata”, “Hukhta” and “Huvrashta” are Ahura Mazda’s Thoughts, Words and Deeds by which the Ameshaspands and Yazads sustain the universe and progress it according to His Will of finally attaining to Farshogard! Till we are free of the dual mentalities, free of “Akoman”, we will make mistakes in our thoughts, words and actions and very often we do regret our own actions. Therefore, when we say we follow manashni, gavashni, kunashni, we must make sure that we do not think, say and do as we please but what is “good” as defined according to the revealed message of our Paigambar Saheb. Gunaahs are defined in the Vendidad and Patet Pashemani.
 
[iii]  Our mind is full of “dravao”, “druj”, called “Akoman”. If our mind was all “good” as some claim, there would be no need for Prophets to come and show us the Right Path; there would have been no need for Asho Zarathsuhtra, a Yazad, to incarnate on earth to combat the evil forces (Angre-Mainyu survives in the mind as the word “mainyu” indicates), and the world would not be suffering as it is because if we were all “good” and thought only good thoughts, Farshogard would have already been attained! We must remember that Geush Urva wanted a Savior to come down to earth and defeat “Akoman” whose leader is Angre-Mainyu. Therefore, till such time when we successfully drive away “druj”, Akoman, from our mind, Asho Zarathushtra has taught us the Right Spiritual Disciplines to follow. By following these disciplines, we will be able to liberate ourselves from “Angre-Mainyu” and this earthly existence and attain to Tan-Pasin, the final body of Light which enables us to exist in the identical Spiritual World of Light and attain Farshogard. 
