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Herodotus, the Greek historian who was a contemporary of the great King Darius of
ancient Iran, wrote in his remarkable history that the Persians esteemed the truth
above all things. He went on to say, speaking with great respect, that the Persians
hold it unlawful to speak of anything which is unlawful to do, and according to their
thinking, the most disgraceful thing in the world is to tell a lie. This veneration of the
truth among the ancient Iranians was indeed their most noteworthy feature, and
throughout the history of the land, there was not a single foreigner who came to visit
or to live among them who was not strikingly impressed by the love and respect
of truth in that country. Through the passage of centuries, in the works of Greeks,
Chinese, Indians and Arabs, this love and respect for the truth is mentioned endless
times as perhaps the remarkable trait of all Iranians.

What these foreign visitors wrote was no myth, no embroidery upon hearsay or
rumor, no pipe dream of their own arising from the lack of ethic or moral inventories
and their distribution. There are some 1,500 such names contained in the tablets --
names not of kings or princes, nor priests and judges: simply names of minor
officials and clerks who oversaw the wares in the storehouses.

Herein lies their importance: they give us a glimpse into the social constituency of
the common people, much as the names contained in the old records of towns and
villages allow us to see the composition and character of the society of early
communities.

Remarkably, more than 75 of these names contain the word truth. We encounter men
called 'Protector of truth' (artapana), 'Lover of truth' (artakama), 'truth-minded'
(artamanah), Possessing the splendor of truth' (artafarnah), Delighting in truth'
(artazusta), 'Pillar of truth (artastuna), 'Prospering the truth' (artafrida), 'Having the
nobility of truth' (artahunara), in addition to a variety of others of similar
composition. When we look further and find other fellows are named 'Strong as a

-20-






